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The Image of Science Teachers suggested by Pre—service Science
Teachers

Ha-young Song - Youngshin Kim*
Kyungpook National University

Abstract: The purpose of this study was to find out the image as science teachers recognized by pre-service
science teachers. The data was collected from 312 pre-service science teachers from Kyungpook National University
in Daegu and participants were asked to write about the image of science teachers they liked most and least in their
secondary school years freely. The result of this research was as follows. The image as science teachers categorized 2
factors: science instructional situation, image of science teacher. Each factor was subdivided into more detailed ones.
First of all, ‘science instructional situation’ category subdivided into lesson style, teaching-learning materials,
teaching methods, and class atmosphere. In lesson style, ‘experiment’ and ‘observation’ gained the most favorable
comments, and questioning-answering gained the least. In teaching-learning materials, print materials such as
handouts, worksheets, reports were the most liked, and ‘writing on the blackboard’ was the least liked. In teaching
methods, the ‘detailed and systematic explanation of the theory and concepts’ was preferred to rote learning and
memorization lacking explanation. In class atmosphere, friendly and free atmosphere was the most preferred, and
uncomfortable, boring one was the least preferred. Secondly, in ‘image of the science teachers’ category and ‘quality
as the teachers’ sub-category, thoughtful and considerate teachers who respect students' personality was the most
preferred. On the contrary, they didn't prefer teachers who were indifferent and humiliated students. Finally in
‘characteristics of the teachers’ sub-category, the participants liked clear, energetic voice, and mild expression, and
they didn't like formal style, overly fancy clothes, etc. Based on the result of this study, more empirical study on the
teachers' image is needed, and the thoughts of educational administrators, students, parents, and teachers should be
reflected because an undesirable teacher can be advised and get opportunity to be a better teacher.

Key words: pre-service science teachers, image, science teachers
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