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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to make an effective Korean Hip Hop culture and suggest a new
style direction in classifying the types of fashion styles of the Hip Hop musicians and studying
their features. They are surveyed in stage costumes, hair styles, make-ups, accessaries, and total
fashion styles, and then classified into Normal Hip Hop Style, Casual Hip Hop Style, Sporty Hip
Hop Style, Mix & Match Hip Hop Style, and Classical Hip Hop Style. The results of the study
are as follows: First, Normal Hip Hop Style is the most general and universal Hip Hop fashion
type. They wear clothes in bigger sizes and exaggeratively. And also a cornrow hair style, a tat-
too, and a piercing represent marked individualities. Second, Casual Hip Hop Style is more ac-
tive and practical than Normal Hip Hop Style. Their blue jeans and T-shirts express more sim-
ple and polished style. And also they make variable fashion styles and hair styles such as a corn-
row hair and a buzz cut. Third, Sporty Hip Hop Style is from B-boy's clothes when they do ac-
tive and violent break dancing. As NBA basketball games are popular, they wear training clothes,
breeches, big T-shirts, and jumpers & caps on embroidered sport team's names. Their hair style
is short or natural and also they have caps or hoods to present active mood. Fourth, Mix &
Match Hip Hop Style is existed variable elements in one style. The typical type of this style is
Jacket & blue jean. It is characterized by dress shirts, neck ties, blue jeans, sneakers, beards, and
moustaches. Fifth, Classical Hip Hop Style is from African Americans. They try to express assimi-
lated appearance of Anglo-Saxons. They wear black suits, shoes, hats, and sunglasses to represent
formality and elegance. In the above results, there are variable fashion styles in one Hip Hop
music genre and also fashion style is changed with musical inclination. This thesis is an important
guide to produce variable and creative Hip Hop fashion styles in Korean Hip Hop culture.
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