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Variables Associated with Children’s Leadership Qualities*
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ABSTRACT

This study analyzed variables that affect children’s leadership qualities. The subjects were 400
five-year-old children and their mothers living in the Seoul metropolitan area. The instruments used in
this study were the Young Children’s Leadership Scale (Kim, 2006), Temperament(Hong, 2008), Peer
Interaction (Choi, 2004), Mother’s Verbal Control Modes(Do, 1997), and the HOME instrument (Rhee
and Jang, 1982). The data collected was analyzed by descriptive statistics, Pearson’s correlation, and
multiple regression analysis. Our results indicated that (a) girls® scores on leadership were higher than
those of boys. (b) Boys’ leadership qualities were related to children’s temperament, peer relationship,
maternal verbal control modes, and home environment. (c) Girls’ leadership qualities were related to
children’s temperament, peer relationship, and home environment. (d) In particular, it was noted that
children’s temperament (in terms of their sensitivity/endurance) was the strongest predictor for leadership

qualities in both boys and girls.
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