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The Evaluation of Acetaminophen Use for Adult Patients
at Community Pharmacies in Korea

Yu Jeung Lee”
Graduate School of Clinical Pharmacy, Sookmyung Women's University, Seoul 140-742, Korea

Abstract — Acetaminophen is one of the most commonly used over-the-counter medication in Korea. It is a safe and effec-
tive medication for the treatment of mild to moderate pain or fever when used in therapeutic doses. However, ace-
taminophen overdose is a frequent cause of acute liver failure. The purpose of this study was to evaluate the acetaminophen
use for adult patients at community pharmacies in Korea. This study was a 11-questionnaire survey conducted from Decem-
ber 15, 2009 to January 5, 2010. Of the 204 respondents, 117 (57.4%) had used acetaminophen products within 6 months.
Only 20 (9.8%) reported having knowledge about the daily maximum doses of acetaminophen, and 3 out of 20 knew it cor-
rectly. Only 10 (4.9%) reported having knowledge about the potentialtoxicity of acetaminophen overdose, and 7 out of 10
knew that acetaminophen overdose could cause liver toxicity. The results of this study indicates a need for pharmacists to
educate patients regarding the appropriate doses and potential toxicities of acetaminophen.
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Table I - Demographic characteristics of patients

Parameter Frequency (n) Percentage(%)
Male 74 36.3
Gender  Female 130 63.7
Total 204 100.0
20's 43 21.1
30s 55 27.0
Age 40s 52 25.5
50s 34 16.7
Over 60 20 9.8
Total 204 100.0
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Fig. 1 - Frequency of acetaminophen use.
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Table II — Knowledge of maximum daily doses of acetaminophen

No. respondents (%) i
Parameter P 2 Total Chi-Square
Yes No test (p)
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Over 60s  h006)  (100.0%) (100.0%)
20 180 200
Total 10.0%)  (90.0%) (100.0%)
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Fig. 2 — Maximum daily doses of acetaminophen in patients'
response.
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Fig. 3 — Recognition of toxicities of acetaminophen overdose.
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Fig. 4 — Recognition of acetaminophen content of over-the-counter
combination medication.
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