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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine the relationships between gender, gender role
identity, parents’ affectionate behaviors and care in Chinese middle school students. Also,
this study examines the differences in care among Chinese middle school students with
respect to parent’s socio-demographic variables. The subjects were 478 3rd grade middle
school students in Tianjin, China. The major findings were as follows. There were
significant differences in care of Chinese middle school students with respect to mother’s
job and age. In other words, a higher level of care of Chinese middle school students was
shown in students who had an unemployed mother, labour mother or mothers of 46 years
and over. As result of examining the main effects of gender, gender role identity and
parent’s affectionate behaviors caring for Chinese middle school students, there were
significant with respect to gender role identity and parents’ affectionate behaviors. Masculinity,
femininity and androgyny identity demonstrated a higher care than undifferentiated identity.
Also, a higher level of care was associated with higher parents’ affectionate behaviors. There
were interaction effects caused by gender and gender role identity in care for Chinese middle
school students. Also, there were interaction effects caused by gender and parent’s
affectionate behaviors on the nature of care for Chinese middle school students.
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Table1. General characteristics of the subjects (N=478)

Variables N %
boy 220 46.0
Gender .
girl 258 54.0
under 40 178 37.2
Father age 41~45 242 50.6
46 over 58 12.1
under 40 260 54.4
Mother age 41~45 165 34.5
46 over 53 11.1
under middle school 128 26.8
Father K
. high school 186 38.9
education .
university over 164 343
Moth under middle school 140 29.3
other
. high school 186 38.9
education ! .
university over 152 31.8
under 2500 yuan 141 29.5
Income 2500~3500 yuan 172 36.0
3500 yuan over 165 345
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Table 2. Difference on the care in Chinese middle school students according to parent’s socio-demographic

variables
Variables M SD F N
unemployed (n=13) 77.92 16.70
self-employed (n=144) 83.80 14.04
. professional (n=94) 84.51 13.47
Father job administrative (n=83) 83.60 921 78
clerical (n=105) 82.88 11.43
labour (n=39) 84.61 8.13
unemployed (n=37) 89.29 13.04 a
self-employed (n=134) 84.90 11.87 abc
. professional (n=112) 81.82 12.42 . bc
Mather job administrative (n=65) 83.95 11.82 471 abe
clerical (n=99) 80.25 13.10 c
labour (n=31) 87.74 5.48 ab
under middle school (n=128) 82.05 11.41
Father education high school (n=186) 84.35 12.32 1.46
university over (n=164) 83.99 12.88
under middle school (n=140) 84.77 12.04
Mother education high school (n=186) 82.78 14.25 1.05
university over(n=152) 83.55 9.65
under 40 (n=178) 84.20 14.31
Father age 41~45 (n=242) 82.38 10.98 3.53
46 over (n= 58) 86.91 10.03
under 40 (n=260) 82.83 13.54 b
Mother age 41~45 (n=165) 83.40 10.61 415" ab
46 over (n= 53) 88.11 9.71 a
under 2500 yuan (n=141) 83.99 13.02
Income 2500~3500 yuan (n=172) 84.25 12.41 .84
3500 yuan over (n=165) 82.61 11.51

‘kp<'05 ‘k‘k‘kp<'001
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Table 3. Mean of the care in Chinese middle school students according to the gender and gender role

identity
Gender
Gender role identity boy girl total

M SD N M SD N M SD N
masculinity 83.18 9.00 64 88.33 8.34 42 85.22 9.07 106
femininity 84.00 6.35 20 86.31 5.64 64 85.76 5.86 84
androgyny 87.66 10.22 72 87.26 15.43 83 87.45 13.22 155
undifferentiated 79.50 9.33 64 73.71 15.99 69 76.49 13.48 133
total 83.65 9.80 220 83.57 14.09 258 83.61 12.29 478

Table 4. Two-way ANOVA of the care in Chinese middle school students according to the gender and gender

role identity
Variables df Sum of squares Mean square F
Gender(A) 1 9.96 9.96 07
Gender role identity(B) 3 9423.42 3141.14 24377
A*B 3 1856.53 618.84 4.80"
Error 470 60569.20 128.87

#*p<01 **¥+p<.001
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Fig. 1. Interaction effect of the care in Chinese
middle school students according to the
gender and gender role identity

NN FEAE) JEHGANE Bolrr] 9
ol Padel wjelye Fowele

3 wrel fFH FEBFL SHAQ

o] H A (two-way ANOVA)=

20 %}\1 Ho] o7 FkFIPTo AHA
o] FUHM=34.000S 7FEL
oz FYg v duos
Fedct.

Qo] g RRe) HPR FFAFo

iy HU
O{N
0%
=
o,

AFR

¢
of

-
 HTooN

B o

J

o

= P A= Table 59 221, o]
E43= Table 637 o] YElLT Table 6
A B npeh o), iAol gk el
e foretA oy A FePFEF=
73.45, p<001)®] FEIA= Fovg AoE e
stk & FR7F o483 FFPES Bol =
Aol AA st JorRot wizyde] o Bas
ojm gt

T3 T4 wiE Aol tigk A 9
NgH ST HsALERTHE FAHLE
FrejmeAl vebtth A FR o AF <
FPFo] HdeAeadE 242 YElY Fg
2 %E}. 1g 201]*1 ”E F-&a ol digk A

X!

= 3 2% ‘a‘i“@ﬁ 735 5o NPH F5H
ol mE wiEAel Aelrh ARt A (=
-8.47, p<.001)2] 737 F-E9| ofgH F5Fasl
uE HjEae] et e ALE Yyt S
oSty el B9 FE7F YA FEsFEE AA

B wjro go] B wf eRlel] s} o @ol
st Aoz Yyt

Table 5. Mean of the care in Chinese middle school students according to the gender and parent’s

affectionate behaviors

Gender
Parent’s affectionate b ol tofal
it]

behaviors oy £ o
M SD N M SD N M SD N
Low 82.00 10.10 132 76.04 15.13 116 79.21 13.02 248
High 86.13 8.83 88 89.73 9.51 142 88.35 9.40 230
Total 83.65 9.80 220 83.57 14.09 258 83.61 12.29 478

Table 6. Two-way ANOVA of the care in Chinese middle school students according to the gender and

parent’s affectionate behaviors

Variables df Sum of Squares Mean Square F
Gender(A) 1 161.07 161.07 1.28
Parent’s affectionate behaviors(B) 1 9183.02 9183.02 73.45™
A*B 1 2637.34 2637.34 21.09™
Error 474 59256.97 125.01

#Hrp< 001
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Fig 2. Interaction effect of the care in Chinese
middle school students according to the
gender and parent’s affectionate behaviors
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