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The Reception of ‘Bauhaus Photographies’ and Propaganda in Modern Japan:

Rethinking of Yamawaki Iwao’s Photomontage
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Abstract
The Reception of ‘Bauhaus Photographies and Propaganda in

Modern Japan-Rethinking of Yamawaki Iwao’s Photomontage

Suh, Heejung(Sangmyung University, Post Doctoral Researcher)

The Bauhaus educational method gave the strong influences on Modern
Japanese art and design education. In the 1920s and 1930s, Japan allied with
Germany and Italy politically and tried to receive German system to be modernized.
The reception of the Bauhaus and Moholy-Nagy’'s photographic theory was one of
those activities at that time. Japanese intellectual class went to the Bauhaus and
studied there: Ishimoto Kikuchi, Nakata Sadanosuke, Mijutani Takehiko, Yamawaki
Iwao and Yamawaki Michiko(Yamawaki Iwao’s wife). Especially, Yamawaki Iwao
studied about the architecture at the Bauhaus, but his interest moved toward the
photography and the photomontage based on Moholy-Nagy's theory. He studied at the
photography workshop of the Bauhaus presented by Peterhans irregularly. Even
though Yamawaki Iwao was an architect, he wanted to be admitted as an expert for
the photomontage that he particularly studied at the Bauahus as a Bauhaus member.
He had presented many articles about the photomontage at the photography
magazines in Japan in order to introduce it to Japan since he returned in 1933.
Thus, Yamawaki Iwao is the important person when we look back the Modern
Japanese design and art history. In Japan, the art and design systems are managed
by the Bauhaus educational system until now, and it has become a kind of cultural
legacy in Modern Japan:; The university of Tama and The university of Tsukuba are
the representative educational systems which are based on the Bauhaus legacy.

However, Yamawaki Iwao had been concealed as a photographer in Japanese
design and photography history until the retrospective discuss named by ‘Bauhaus
syashin(Bauhaus Photographies)” at the photography magazine, Deja-vu in 1995 and
the retrospective exhibition titled as Bauhaus syashin(bauahustofografie)” in 1997.

This study rethinks of Yamawaki Iwao’s historical position while looking at the
term as Bauhaus Syashin(Bauhaus Photographies) used in Japan. It is very

important to bear in mind Moholy-Nagy's wide variety of approaches to photography
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at the Bauhaus, but it is impossible to name it ‘Bauhaus style. Bauhaus style is the
international style in architecture, but that was never a Bauhaus style in
photography. Eugene J. Prakapas indicated that the vague term of ‘Bauhaus
Photographies  in his article in 1985 as well. This study considers the historical
background for the mistake of the term of Bauhaus Syashin(Bauhaus Photographies)’
in Modern Japanese history, while looking at Yamawaki Iwao’s photomontage faintly
entering on the historical stage again to discuss the reception of the photomontage
from him. In particular, Some of Yamawaki Iwao’s photomontage presented as the
wall photography in Japan during the Second World War, that was related to the
propaganda of Japanese government. It had not been known well in the modern
Japanese art and design history because it was related to a declaration of the Second
World War by Japan. However, the historical position of his photomontage is very
important for Japanese history when we rethink of the reception of the Bauhaus and
Moholy-Nagys” photographic theory to build up the Japanese modern history. In the
result, this study wants to discuss that the mistake of the term of ‘Bauhaus
syashin(Bauhaus Photographies)” in Japan is related to the interpretation for the the
historical position for Yamawaki Iwao’s photomontage in the reception of Bauhaus

and Moholy-Nagy’s photography in Japan.
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