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A Meaning of Death through Emotional Expression about Death after Nursing
and Medical Students' End-of-Life Care Practice

Jo, Kae-Hwa

Professor, College of Nursing, Catholic University of Daegu

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to understand the meaning of death experienced by medical and nursing
students through end-of-life care practice. Methods: Data were collected by in-depth interviews with twelve (six
nursing and six medical) students. Conventional qualitative content analysis was used to analyze the data.
Results: This findings were analyzed in three areas: 'feeling from the word of death’, 'color association of death’,
and 'relation between life and death'. Results were three major themes and sixteen categories from the analysis.
Three major themes include 'reality of uncertain death’, 'have to leave, and 'new perception about death'. Sixteen
categories include 'being well', 'fear’, 'unknown', 'boundless’, 'being with', ‘out of sight’, 'new start', 'go back to',
'place going by itself', 'place to meet with', 'being transformed', 'a sense of futility', 'the same point', 'a different
point', ‘continuous line', and 'a crossroad'. Conclusion: The findings suggest a number of themes that nursing and
medical students reported about the end of life experiences that could be explored as a way of improving end

of life care.

Key Words: Death, Emotion, Expression
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Table 1. Theme, Categories and Subcategories derived from the Interviews Describing the Content Area 'Feeling from the Word of Death'

Reality of uncertain death

Theme 1
Nursing Medicine Nursing Medicine Nursing Medicine
Categories Being well Fear Do not know Boundless Being with Out of sight
Subcategories ~ Comfortable Desperate Death comes Acceptance Closeness Sorrow for
leaving for nothing to everybody of human with the past not seeing
to control of fatality loved ones
Beautiful Fear for not Unclear Regret
life ending preparedness aspects and having done
conditions of to family
oneself and
life after death
Joyous Miserable
occasion for leaving for
a new life the rests
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Table 2. Theme, Categories and Subcategories derived from the Interviews Describing the Content Area 'Color Association of Death'

Have to leave

Theme 2
Nursing Medicine Nursing Medicine Nursing Medicine
Categories New start Go back to Place going by ~ Place to meet Being A sense of
itself with transformed futility
Subcategories ~ New start The end Heaven Bridge Maple tree Shadow
(white) (white) (white) (rainbow) (orange) (black)
Daybreak Go back Empty Dove Funeral
(white) (green) (white) (light blue) (black)
Twilight Be closed Ghost
(white) (gray) (blue)
Dreamy Fog
(gray) (gray)
Nature
(green)
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New perception about death

Theme 3
Nursing Medicine Nursing Medicine Nursing Medicine
Categories The same point A different Continuous line A crossroad
point
Subcategories  Life is Death is Life and Life and
something something death are one death are
to live to be given a chance
to choose
Life is Death is Life and Death is
a beginning an end death are a turning
a companion point
Life and Life and
death are in death are
contrast with parallel
Life after
death is
equal to death
after life
Life is
a process
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