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||ABSTRACT“

A Study on Socioeconomic Costs of Menopausal Syndrome Treated with
Oriental Medicine

Jung-Ah Kang, Han-Baek Cho
Dept. of Oriental Obstetric and Gynecology, college of Oriental Medicine,
Wonkwang University

Purpose: This study was conducted to estimate the annual socioeconomic
costs of menopausal syndrome treated with oriental medicine in Korea 2008.

Methods: Study subjects selected were patients aged 40 years or older who
had national health insurance(NHI) claims record with menopausal syndrome
(KCDO codes: K04, K04.0, K04.2, K04.3, K04.4) for oriental medicine treatment
in 2008. Direct medical cost of oriental medicine treatment for menopausal
syndrome were measured from NHI claims records. Direct non-medical costs
were estimated as transportation costs incurred when visiting hospitals. Indirect
costs were defined as patients’ productivity loss associated with office visits or
hospitalization. Also, the costs of unpaid-household chores were calculated.

Results: The total cost for the oriental medicine treatment of menopausal
syndrome in the nation was estimated to be 743,091,219 Korean won(KRW)
which included direct costs at 442,971,637 KRW and indirect costs at 300,119,583
KRW.

Conclusion: This study provides an important perspective of socioecnomic
influence due to menopausal syndrome treated with oriental medicine. And this
results can be used as elementary data for menopausal syndrome-related health
policy of oriental medicine.
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Table 1. Contents of costs and data sources.

classification contents Data sources
- 2008 National Health Insurance Statistics
direct (National Health Insurance Corporation)
medical cost - 2005 Survey in National Health Insuarance Patients’
Direct Out-of-pocket Expenditure
cost Traffic costs - 2008 National Health Insurance Statistics
(Direct (National Health Insurance Corporation)
non-medical - 2005 National Health and Nutrition Survey (3rd) -health
costs) care utilization-

- 2008 National Health Insurance Statistics
Employment  (National Health Insurance Corporation)

allowance - 2008 Economically active population Survey
- 2008 Wage Structure Survey
Indirect - 2008 National Health Insurance Statistics
cost (National Health Insurance Corporation)
Houseworking - 2008 Economically active population Survey
allowance - 2005 Report for actual conditions and estimation of

woman’'s unpaid domestic labor and national income
account unification of family product
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Table 2. Direct medical costs of menopausal syndrome treated with oriental medicine

Age costs of outpatients at costs of outpatients at  Admission Total
oriental medical hospital oriental medical clinics costs

40-44 2,917,073 25,097,531 2,300,439 30,315,043
45-49 24,024,390 74,943,210 19,361.842  118.329.442
50-54 28,809,756 95,928.395 14,019,737  138,757.888
55-59 10,385,366 30,571,605 2,530,702 43,487,673
60-64 2,309,756 12,243,210 155,702 14,708,668
> 65 1,412,195 12,704,938 4,394,737 18,511,870
total 69,858,537 251,488.889 42,763.158 364,110,583

unit: Korean Won

Table 3. Direct costs of oriental medicine treatment for menopausal syndrome

Traffic costs

Age . . Direct medical costs Direct costs
(Direct non-medical costs)
40-44 6,728,959 30,315,043 37,044,001
45-49 24,187,404 118,329,442 142.516.846
50-54 30,020,019 138.757.888 168,777,907
55-59 9,722,403 43,487,673 53,210,075
60-64 3,752,078 14,708,668 18,460,746
> 65 4,450,191 18,511,870 22,962,061
Total 78,861,053 364,110,583 442,971,637

unit: Korean Won
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Table 4. Indirect Costs of oriental medicine treatment for menopausal syndrome

percentage of Employment

House working

Houseworking Indirect

Age employment allowance participation rates allowance Costs
40-44 0.637 22,197,830 0.363 6,797,479 28,995,309
45-49 0.637 81.679.347 0.363 26,421,890 108,101,237
50-54 0.562 83,092,021 0.438 29.901.265 112,993,287
55-59 0.562 22.597.495 0.438 9,405,011 32,002,506
60-64 0.292 3.998.763 0.708 3,754,998 7,753,761
> 65 0.292 5,298,499 0.708 4,974,983 10,273.483
Total 218,863,956 81,255,626 300,119,583

unit: Korean Won
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