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A Review on Nominal Validity of
Seokgatab and Dabotab

Youm, Jung-Seop
(Department of Philosophy an instructor, Dongguk University)

Abstract

The names of Seokgatab and Dabotab are almost generalized among the people along
with Bulguksa the most well-known temple in Korea. But, despite this generalized
situation, the names of Seokgatab and Dabotab have not secured the clear standpoint
till now.

It is because the names of Seokgatab and Dabotab can be found only in the 18C
documents like <Bulguksa History> and <Ancient and Present Bulguksa>. More
complicatedly, in the record of the Goryeo sarira case found during the dismantling of
Seokgatab, the name of Seokgatab was 'Mugujeonggwangtab’ or 'Seoseoktab’.

This paper is to secure the nominal validity of Seokgatab and Dabotab to remove
the confusion due to their names and to raise the efficiency of studies related with
Bulguksa in the future. First, their names and the problems related with them were
summarized in Chapter 2.

Based on this critical consciousness, Chapter 3 deals with the tragedy of Asadal
related with the creation of the stone pagodas and its symbolic re-interpretation. In this
process, we can see that there could be a viewpoint of the great comprehension in
them through the completion of ‘the Buddhist Nation’. Then, the architectural features
of Seokgatab and Dabotab were analyzed in the ritual view point of <Gyeonbotabpum>.

Finally, in Chapter 4, on the basis that the viewpoint of one specific sect can not be
predominantly applied in the construction of Buddhist land, it is held that Avatamsaka
Idea and Saddharma-pundarika Idea can coexist without any conflict. It is shown in the
fact that Seokgatab and Dabotab can make harmony together in the Avatamsaka Idea
while keeping their names.

With these efforts, we can clearly see that the peculiar titles of Seokgatab and
Dabotab can be said to secure sufficient validity.

Keywords : Dabotab, Seokgatab, Avatamsaka Idea, Saddharma-pundarika Idea,
'Gyeonbotabpum( 854 ) ;, , Prabhitaratna-tathagata, Spiritual Mount and Pure Land
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