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Psychiatric Characteristics of Adolescents with Minor Offenses and
Follow-Up after a 6-Month Protective Disposition

Un-Sun Chung, M.D., Ph.D., Sang Soo Seo, M.D.,
Seung Jae Lee, M.D., Ph.D. and Sung Hoon Jeong, M.D., Ph.D.
Department of Psychiatry, School of Medicine, Kyungpook National University, Daegu, Korea

Objectives : This study investigated the differences between the psychiatric characteristics of minor juvenile offen-
ders and normal adolescents as well as differences in psychiatric symptoms after a six month protective disposition. Fur-
ther, the current study aimed at determining psychiatric screening methods for evaluating delinquent adolescents.

Methods : The Latent Delinquency Questionnaire (LDQ), the Revised Children’s Manifest Anxiety Scale (RCMAS),
the Children’s Depression Inventory (CDI), the Reynolds Suicidal Ideation Questionnaire (SIQ), the Piers-Harris Chil-
dren’s Self Concept Inventory (SCI), and the Korean Youth Self Report (K-YSR) were administered to 134 normal ado-
lescents (114 males) and 109 minor offenders (97 males) aged 12 to 16 years. After six months, 46 offenders (all males)
completed the RCMAS, CDI, SIQ, and SCI again.

Results : Adolescents with minor offenses had more delinquent, aggressive behavior and externalizing behavior prob-
lems, but were significantly less depressive, anxious, or suicidal than normal controls. Further, recidivists had more an-
xiety, depression, and delinquent behavior than non-recidivists. Minor offenders reported that their anxiety and depres-
sive mood decreased after six months of protective disposition.

Conclusion : Adolescents with minor offenses had more delinquent, aggressive behavior and externalizing behavior
problems suggesting that psychiatric screening tools for minor offenders should measure disruptive behavior disorder.

KEY WORDS : Minor Offender - Delinquent Behavior - Psychiatric Characteristics - Screening - Protective Disposition -
Follow-Up Study.
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Tablel. Demographic characteristics of normal adolescents and adolescents with minor offence

Adolescents with

minor offence Normal adolescents t-value P

N 109 134

Age (mean=S.D., years) 13.90+.97 13.78 .96 —0.991 .32
Male

N 97 (89.0%) 114 (85.1%)

Age (mean=*S.D., years) 13.88+.99 13.77+£1.02 —0.749 46
Female

N 12 (11.0%) 12 (11.0%)

Age (mean=S.D., years) 14.08+.79 13.80*.41 —1.336 19
Age range (years)

12 N=5 N=13

13 N=35 N=36

14 N=42 N=57

15 N=20 N=24

16 N=7 N=4
Grade

6th grade in elementary school N=2 N=0

1st grade in middle school N=29 N=47

2nd grade in middle school N=50 N=44

3rd grade in middle school N=17 N=43

1st grade in high school N=2 N=0

Drop-out from the school N=9 N=0

N : number, S.D. : standard deviation
Al =3eH(24.89+2.19 vs 11.17+6.82).
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Table 2. Difference in variable scales between adolescents with minor offense and normal adolescents
Adolescents with minor Normal
offence adolescents t-value p
Scales (N=109) (N=134)
Mean=®S.D Mean=*S.D
LDQ 11.80£9.44 5.66+ 7.61 —5.495 <.001
RCMAS 8.96£5.30 10.69+ 5.57 2.452 <.05
CDiI 12.72+5.93 1794+ 7.73 5.962 <.000
SIQ 38.46+16.82 44.72+23.97 2.388 <.05
PH-SCS 32.12+ 8.80 32.84+ 7.36 0.699 NS
K-YSR
Social competence scale Social 51.34+8.08 52.57+ 9.05 1.110 NS
School 36.62+9.31 46.15+ 9.73 7.738 <.001
Total social competence 47.23+9.26 53.86 £ 9.40 5.503 <.001
Behavior problem scale Withdrawn 50.47+£5.41 51.37+ 6.46 1.179 NS
Somatic complaints 50.11+4.80 50.33+ 6.74 0.284 NS
Anxious/depressed 51.00+4.42 51.28+ 6.44 0.395 NS
Social problem 51.12+3.85 51.60+ 5.29 0.814 NS
Thought problems 51.21+4.38 51.79+t 6.11 0.860 NS
Attention problems 52.18+6.18 50.96 - 5.80 —1.594 NS
Delinquent behaviors 57.50£7.78 51.98+ 6.52 —5.918 <.001
Aggressive behavior 54.24+6.85 51.74+ 6.09 —2.972 <.01
Internalizing problems 43.83+7.57 43.99+10.29 0.138 NS
Externalizing problems 52.57+£9.42 45.83+10.24 —5.287 <.001
total Behavior problems 47.39+8.06 44.15+10.03 —2.796 <.01
Sefi-destructive/dentity 41.14+12.73 4535+ 959 2.733 <01

problems

N :

number, LDQ : the Latent Delinquency Questionnaire, RCMAS : the Revised Children’s Manifest Anxiety Scale, CDI : the

Children’s Depression Inventory, SIQ : the Suicidal Ideation Questionnaire, PH-SCS : the Piers-Harris Children’s Self Concept Scale, K-
YSR : the Korean-Youth Self Report, NS : not significant

Table 3. Difference in variable scales between recidivists and non-recidivists in adolescents with minor offence

Non-recidivists (N=78)

Redicivists (N=19)

Mean=+S.D. Mean=+S.D. P
Age 13.74+£9.73 14.79+1.23 <.001
LDQ 9.58+7.02 17.74+10.27 <.01
RCMAS 8.01+5.10 11.00+5.35 <.05
SIQ 35.46+9.87 47.68+30.64 <.01

N : number, LDQ : the latent delinquency questionnaire, RCMAS : the revised children’s manifest anxiety scale, SIQ : the suicidal
ideation questionnaire. Mann-whitney U test

Table 4. Comparison of variable scales before and after a 6-month protective disposition in adolescents with minor offence

Before a 6-month protective disposition

After a 6-month protective disposition

(N=46) (N=46) t-value p
Mean=®S.D. Mean=+S.D.

RCMAS 8.83+5.47 7.33+ 5.09 2.034 <.05
CDI 12.13+5.62 991+ 6.62 2.696 <.05
SIQ 36.15£7.93 37.54+12.21 —0.753 NS

PH-SCS 33.59£8.90 3246+ 7.30 1.009 NS

RCMAS : the Revised Children’s Manifest Anxiety Scale, CDI : the Children’s Depression Inventory, SIQ : the Suicidal Ideation
Questionnaire, PH-SCS : the Piers-Harris Children’s Self Concept Sscale, NS : not significant
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