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Rating Scales for Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder in Adults
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This review aimed to assist clinicians in the identification and assessment of adult attention-deficit hyperactivity dis-
order (ADHD) with an emphasis on diagnostic and rating instruments. Pubmed and RISS were utilized to identify re-
levant studies and critical reviews on the diagnosis and assessment of adult ADHD, published between 1988 and 2010.
The Adult ADHD Self-Report Scale-v1.1, the ADHD Rating Scale-IV, the Conners Adult ADHD Rating Scale, and the
Current Symptoms Scale have been utilized for self-reporting of current ADHD symptoms. The Brown ADD Rating
Scale, the ADHD Rating Scale-1V, the Current Symptoms Scale, and the Conners Adult ADHD Rating Scale have
also been evaluated by an observer. The Childhood Symptom Scale and the Wender-Utah Rating Scale have been used
for retrospective assessment of childhood ADHD symptoms and the Adult ADHD Investigator Symptom Rating Scale,
the Adult Interview, the Brown ADD Diagnostic Form, the Conners adult ADHD diagnostic interview for DSM-IV, and
the Wender-Reimherr Interview have been available as comprehensive diagnostic interviews. There is a wide variety of
instruments available with respect to adult ADHD. The choice of appropriate instruments is essential for achieving ac-

curate diagnosis and assessment of this disorder.
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Table 1. English versions of Adult ADHD Rating Scale3?

Rating Scale Iltems Scales Mode References!517.21,22.2932,33)
ADHD Rating Scale-lV 18 0-3 S,0,C DuPaul, Power, Anastopoulos, 1998
Adult ADHD Self-Report Scale-v1.1 18 0-4 S, C Adler, Kessler, Spencer, 2003
Adult ADHD Self-Report Scale-v1.1, Screener 6 0—-4 S,C Adler, Kessler, Spencer, 2005
Brown’s Adult ADHD Scale 18 0-1 S5,0,C Brown, 1996
Childhood Symptom Scale 18 0-3 S,R Barkley and Murphy, 1998
Conners’ Adult ADHD Scale-Long 66 0-3 5,0,C Conners, Erhardt, Sparrow, 1999
Conners’ Adult ADHD Scale-Short 26 0-3 S5,0,C Conners, Erhardt, Sparrow, 1999
Current Symptom Scale 36 0-3 S,0,C Barkley and Murphy, 1998
Wender-Utah Rating Scale 61 0—-4 S,R Ward, Wender, Reimherr, 1993

S : self-report, O : observer-rated, C : Current, R : Retrospective
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References!829:35-37)

Adult ADHD Investigator
Symptom Rating Scale
Adult Interview

18 DSM-IV items

18 DSM-IV items for current and childhood,

Adler, Spencer, Biederman, 2003

Barkley and Murphy, 1998

Items for social function and comorbidity,

current and childhood

Brown ADD Scale Diagnostic Form 18 DSM-IV items,

Brown, 1996

Items for clinical history, impact, family history,
health, sleep, comorbidity, observer information,

IQ scale

Conners’ Adult ADHD Diagnostic | : History
Interview for DSM-IV (CAADID)
childhood

Wender-Reimherr Interview

28 items, 7 domains and syndromes

Epstein, Johnson, Conners, 2001

Il : 18 DSM-IV items, criteria B-E, current and

Wender, 1995
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