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Analysis of the Foreign Worker Patients in Plastic Surgery

In Soo Baek, M.D., Sang Hoon Roh, M.D.,
In Pyo Hong, M.D., Chul Gyoo Park, M.D.

Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, National
Medical Center, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: According to the data presented by ministry
of justice, a number of foreign workers in Korea is appro-
ximately 700 thousands and among them 22 thousands
are illegal workers. We would like to provide the basic
information the foreign workers by analyzing clinical
contents.

Methods: 1456 patients who visited the hospital were
reviewed by nationality, medical department, gender and
age. 62 patients have visited plastic surgery department
and they were additionally reviewed by diagnosis, chief
complant and operation.

Results: Mongolians were 388 cases (26.7%), followed
by Chineses with 452 cases (31.1%). General surgery had
264 visits (18.1%) followed by internal medicine with 388
visits (26.6%). In gender grouping, 781 patients were males
and 675 patients were females. Hand, face and extremity
injuries were common in plastic surgery field but many
foreign worker patients also wanted to take aesthetic
surgery such as scar revision, blepharoplasty and aug-
mentation rhinoplasty.

Conclusion: It has been twenty years since foreign
workers have come to the Korean society. In the past
foreign workers were mostly neglected. However with the
vast improvement in labor and welfare related services,
demands for plastic surgery, especially aesthetic surgery
are increasing among foreign workers. Therefore plastic
surgeons' continuous interest in foreign workers is required.
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Fig. 1. Distribution of foreign worker patients by gender
and age.
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Table I. Distribution of Foreign Worker Patients by Depart-
ment

Rank Department No. of patient (%)

1 Internal Medicine 388 (26.6%)

2 General Surgery 264 (18.1%)
3 Otorhinolaryngology 138 (9.5%)
4 Orthopedic Surgery 114 (7.8%)
5  Obstetrics and Gynecology 106 (7.3%)
6  Urology 96 (6.6%)
7  Pediatrics 88 (6.0%)
8  Neurosurgery 78 (5.4%)
9 Plastic Surgery 62 (4.2%)
10  Thoracic Surgery 40 (2.7%)
11 Neurology 36 (2.5%)
12 Emergency Medicine 16 (1.1%)
13 Dermatology 10 (0.7%)
13  Tuberculosis Medicine 10 (0.7%)
13 Other departments 10 (0.7%)
Total 1,456 (100.0%)

Table Il. Distribution of Foreign Worker Patients by Natio-
nality

Rank Nationality No. of patient (%)

1 China 452 (31.1%)
2 Mongolia 388 (26.7%)
3 Philippines 182 (12.5%)
4 Vietnam 138 (9.5%)
5 Nepal 118 (8.1%)
6 Thailand 68 (4.7%)
7 Bangladesh 50 (3.4%)
8 Other countries 62 (4.0%)
Total 1,456 (100.0%)
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Table lll. Rank Order of Foreign Worker Patients according
to Clinical Contents in Plastic Surgery

Rank Diagnosis or operation paIt\iIgﬁto(f%)
1 Reconstruction of hand injury 16 (25.8%)
2 Reconstruction of facial injury 13 (20.9%)
3 Reconstruction of extremity Injury 6 (9.7%)
4 Scar revision 5 (8.1%)
5 Upper blepharoplasty (including 4 (6.4%)

revision)
6 Augmentation rhinoplasty 3 (4.8%)
6 Excision of skin tumor 3 (4.8%)
8 Hair follicular graft 2 (3.2%)
8 Excision of foreign material 2 (3.2%)
granuloma
8 Correction of secondary cleft 2 (3.2%)
lip-nose deformity
8 Laser therapy 2 (3.2%)
12 Correction of syndactyly 1(1.6%)
12 Excision of cervical tuberculosis 1(1.6%)
12 Release of tongue tie 1(1.6%)
Total 62 (100.0%)
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Fig. 2. Distribution of foreign worker patients in plastic
surgery by gender and age.
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Fig. 3. Comparison by year between reconstructive surgery
and aesthetic surgery.
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