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<Abstract>

Objectives: The study sought to identify the perception of schoolchildren's parents concerning an approva on the expansion implementation
of community water fluoridation program in Gimhae, Korea. Methods. Questionnaires were distributed to schoolchildren's parents in
Gimhae in 2008. Responses were collected from 1,703 parents. The standard questionnaire of Minigtry of Hedth and Welfare was used
and items were socioeconomic variables, water used for drinking and cooking, awareness on the fluoridation program and approva on
the expansion implementation of fluoridation program a the region of Myeongdong water plant. Sgnificance was anayzed by chi-square
test and multiple logidtic andyss. Results: Of parents, 1.9% used plain tap water and 39.8% used boiled tap water for drinking and 50.0%
used tap water for cooking. 58.0% of parents were aware of fluoridation program with 27.1% being aware of the implementation of the
program in Gimhae. 74.5% approved the expansion implementation of the program to the region of Myeong-dong water plant. Significant
variables asociated to gpproving the expanson implementation of program were age, gender, residence period in Gimhae, occupation
and awareness of the program. Conclusion: The expansion implementation of fluoridation program in Gimhae is desirable for caries
prevention because of the mgority of schoolchildren's parents gpproval.

Key words: Approva, Dentd caries prevention, Huoride, Perception, Water fluoridation program
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E-$1938], 2010; Horowitz 1996; 2712|715 2009).
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