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Table 1. Sociodemographic Characteristics of Subjects (N=465)
Variables Categories n(%) Mean=SD
Age(years) 20 ~ 24 128(28.3) 29.8 £ 7.22

25 ~ 29 128(28.3)
30 ~ 34 86(18.5)
> 35 111(24.5)
Original nationality China 106(22.8)
Philippine 91(19.6)
Vietnam 190(40.9)
Other 77(16.6)
Residence Urban 191(41.1)
Rural 274(58.9)
Level of education <Middle school 1565(33.9)
High school 176(38.5)
> College 126(27.6)
Economic status Non-poor 426(92.8)
Poor 33(7.2)
Time since immigration(years) 1 35( 7.6) 5.0 £ 3.65
1~5 278(60.7)
>5 145(31.7)
Occupation Yes* 78(17.9)
No 358(82.1)
Occupation of spouse Unemployed 21( 5.0
Office worker 46(10.9)
Teacher, lecturer 7C1.7)
Agriculture 117(27.7)
Factory worker, laborer 100(23.7)
Self-employed, salesman 42(10.0)
Taxi driver, mechanic 42(10.0)
Restaurant employee, guard 13(3.1)
Others 34( 8.1)
National health insurance Yes 348(89.5)
or medicaid No 41(10.5)
Koran language proficiency Very good 49(11.2) 2.8 £0.96
Slightly good 157(35.9)
Moderate 162(37.1)
Slightly poor 43( 9.8)
Very poor 6 (5.9)

* Restaurant employee, factory worker, laborer, self-employed, and housekeeper (13.8%)

Teacher, lecturer, and office worker (4.1%)

(13.8%), At 73AF 2 AVRA(4.1%) 9 AV
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Table 2. Subjective Health Condition of Subjects

Variables Categories Very well Slightly Moderat Slightly Very poor X2 o}
well poor
Original China 706.7) 30(28.6) 55(62.4) 11(10.5) 2(1.9) 36.567 <.001
nationality Philippine 15(16.5) 41(45.1) 28(30.8) 707.7) 0(0.0)
Vietnam 25(13.4) 89(47.8) 64(34 4) 7( 3.8) 1(0.5)
Other 19(25.0) 21(27.6) 27(35.5) 8(10 5) 1(1.3)
Residence Urban 22(11.5) 73(38.2) 82(42.9) 3(6.8) 1(0.5) 449 344
Rural 44(16.4) 108(40.3) 93(34.7) 20( 7.5) 3(1.1)
Time since 1 5(14.7) 19(65.9) 10(29.4) O( 0. O) 0(0.0) 28.93 <.001
immigration 1~56 52(18.9)  111(40.4) 97(35.3) 4(5.1) 1(0.4)
(years) > 5 9( 6.3) 50(34.7) 65(45.1) 17(11 8) 3(2.1)
Economic Non-poor 63(15.0) 170(40.5) 161(38.3) 25( 6.0) 1(0.2) 4752 <(.001
status Poor 0( 0.0) 9(27.3) 13(39.4) (24 2) 3(9.1)
Total N=459 66(14.4) 181(39.4) 175(38.1) 33( 7.2) 4(0.9)
Table 3. Prevalence and Treatment of Health Problems of Subjects in Korea
Variables N Pre:(a;::)nce Trena(t%ent
Anemia 415 88(21.2) 39( 44.3)
Gastrointestinal diseases 403 55(13.6) 28( 50.9)
Gynecological diseases 406 47(11.6) 35( 74.5)
Depression 404 26( 6.4) 10( 38.5)
Musculoskeletal diseases 402 190 4.7) 10( 52.6)
Hypertension 406 12( 3.0) 8( 66.7)
Liver disease 403 110 2.7) 3(27.3)
Respiratory diseases 401 1102.7) 7( 63.6)
Thyroid diseases 402 10( 2.5) 9( 90.0)
Heart diseases 404 8( 2.0) 4( 50.0)
Kidney diseases 401 8(2.0) 5( 62.5)
Diabetes 404 701.7) 5(71.4)
Veneral diseases 403 1(0.2) 1(100 0)
Others 378 29( 7.7) 24( 82.8)
Total 0 332( 5.9) 188( 56.6)
o Reldge] ARge T45%2 B Hold W FR(p(LO0D, BU(p=.014)% o Bol |83k
8 (44.3%), ABAAE(50.9%), $-2(38.5%)<] om =9l wEA FEANFEAE ¢ Ho] o]&dE
A 7&e AA Aol Ad A5E&(56.6%) HU} S Aee Holu AR foskA] eskth(p=.057).
Aoz YeEPTHTable 3). A FrIZe] 1A wRkl A Heodd o]&&2
58.8%°l9 2o 5 o]l A% 89.2%= =AlF
3. ZAIHARIS H710|R0l8 YT B0l o] BofAsE WA olgge] Zvlesint

((.001). BAGF] e WEFad 959 w5
=

A IAREe] QeI F2 olgdte Clm g FRARL ol§ge ¥E o2 uehtori(p=
2 A3, WOA(T8.4%)% 7V Bl o183ie.  047), Woldl ol §8E MBFAN HE AFS Ho|
o, ool BACG)Z, BANE2(8.6%), %4 U BAHCE o84 Lstrhp=.063),

(6.4%), BIN(2.2%), 97 wEATEARL ZAR AR 30.1%E A 149z Welsle] 7h

AF7RE, ATz b2t F2 olgshe 5o WtH(Table 5). =477

s 3
(1.8%)9] Ao YehdthTable 4). AFAY, 2 3 Aol% 74 23 A2 2ge] e Aoz v
o 12ko] Zojd4=
AR EARde] 2SS FEA ] H) o] o wgtori(p=021), NEZelA Bl
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Table 4. Health Care Utilization and Related Factors of Subjects®

Public health = linic f
Hospital, (sub)center, re?Ocrelpli or Oriental Pharmac
Variables Categories Clinic Primary health ‘ medical clinic v
o worker o n(%)
n(%) care Post (%) n(%)
n(%) 7
Residence Urban 144(75.4) 12(6.3) 6(3.1) 8(4.2) 23(12.0)
Rural 212(80.6) 27(10.3) 2(0.8) 2(0.8) 6(2.3)
X% (p) 1. 78( .182) 2.24(.13b) 3.62(.057) 6.04(.014) 17.63({.001)
Time since 1 20(58.8) 1(2.9) 0(0) 0(0) 1(2.9)
immigration 1~5 207(75.3) 24(8.7) 5(1.8) 7(2.5) 16(5.8)
(years) >5 124(89.2) 13(9.4) 3(2.2) 2(1.4) 12(8.6)
X2 (p) 18.84(£.001) 1.50(.472) .73(.694) 1.33(.515) 1.97( .374)
Economic Non-poor 332(79.6) 35(8.4) 6(1.4) 9(2.2) 25(6.0)
status Poor 21(65.6) 4(12.5) 2(6.3) 1(3.1) 4(12.5)
X? (p) 3.46( .063) .63(.427) 3.93(.047) 13(.721) 2.08( .149)
Total (n=454) 356(78.4) 39(8.6) 8(1.8) 10(2.2) 29(6.4)
* cases with duplicated responses were included
Table 5. Experience of Non-treatment in Hospital, Clinic during Last 1 Year
, . Yes No 2
Variables Categories (%) n(%) X p
Residence Urban 7(35.4) 104(64.6) 3.65 .066
Rural 61(26.4) 170(73.6)
Ti ) ) iarati <1 4(23.5) 13(76.5) 7.72 .021
(\I/r;aer;mce Immigration 1~5b6 1(25.6) 177(74.4)
>5b 52(39.1) 81(60.9)
Economic status Non-poor 100(27.9) 258(72.1) 7.27 .007
Poor 15(51.7) 14(48.3)
Total (n=392) 118(30.1) 274(69.9)
X Ego] w2 Zog YePtHp=.007). §& B H(p=.042), 3=AF7I17te] 1d vigk, 1~5d91 7
o A AF 2ARPEACIA PIAE 73 Agol o & SelM e oleled askirkp=.003). E
< AFgE Holu BAHcE folsle Fsitt gt AA|Ee] W HIESoA] Wl Rgeg W
(p=.056) d ol&& F3 Aoz Yeltip=.021).
2SS AT 147 g9 AR AGE
ZAE A3, gedn] Fedo] 7Y wWol 29.7%°|3a, v.= 9
52 dojafe A#(26.1%), EAP] of=l%
(26.1%), oP1EE A §l5(16.2%), wFEH Vet EYTIAF YRR BAlH  oJshd
(13.5%), ©& <o w3l @ Fgsithn Y45 20109 3€ @Al $Evet AgAaEeRIAL F F79
(10.8%), 7}&9] Wl(9.9%), 27383 17191(8.1%) (3%, 28F ¥3)o| 7P ol 48%°]x, WEY,
9] =oltHTable 6). AFAY, ??l%ﬂhef 712t 7AA e 24 44E x3eid AAY 82.2%5 A&
Fol et Welel AR A B, FEA vE KIS, 2010). B RAIACE WERe] 1Y B
TAAGo e dojiE o & (p=. 008) A7 o} 40.9%°1913, T=, YA T 3/ 217 ddA
R(p=0100e] U We Ao® uehdth W, /b 83.4%8 AHdte] IhEAY FUFY AYAE
ZAl] H3l] FEXGM = 2EEH(p=.004), 75 o[RIzle] BAH| &Y} thh Ajo|E Holx|vh F= HE
o] ¥l (p=.039)7} o BAtt. =AFrIte]l 5d @ e 2T AR APHAS —J Sl
o139 Aol W] Ree 1Y wol 527 W Kim 5(2010)¢] @74 olgageluse] B
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ABSTRACT

Health Status, Health Care Utilization and Related Factors

among Asian Immigrant Women in Korea

Yang, Sook Ja(Associate Professor, Division of Nursing Science, College of Health Sciences, Ewha Woman University)

Purpose: This study identified sociodemographic characteristics, health status, health care
utilization and related factors of Asian immigrant women in Korea. Methods: Data were
collected from 465 immigrant women from China, Vietnam, the Philippines, and other Asian
countries using standardized questionnaires. Descriptive statistics and X’-test were performed
utilizing SPSS version 17. A p-value <.05 was considered statistically significant. Results:
Subjects had relatively good subjective health. The most prevalent conditions were, in order,
anemia, gastrointestinal diseases, gynecological diseases, and depression. Subjects utilized
mostly hospitals or clinics when sick. There were significant relationships between health
care utilization and factors including residence, time since immigration and economic status.
The rate of non-treatment in hospitals or clinics was 30.1% during the previous year, with
significant relationships between non-treatment and factors including time since immigration
and economic status. The major reasons for non-treatment were the burden of hospital
expenses followed by communication difficulty. Conclusion: Public health efforts should be
targeted to Asian immigrant women to improve their health status and support health care

utilization.

Key words : Immigrants, Women, Health, Health Care Utilization
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