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The Korea Maritime Security and National Economy
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ABSTRACT

The Republic of Korea is the maritime country of which its infrastructure of the country’s development is based on maritime trade. This
can be easily understood according to degree of dependence upon foreign trade, which is the economic indicator for expressing one country’s
economic characteristics. In 2008, the degree of dependence upon foreign trade of Korea is 83.5%, and this figure is much higher than that of
Japan and China, which is 28.8% and 68% respectively. This in turn means that the development of Korea, and also the security of Korea
depends greatly on safety of the sea. On the other hand, there is a growing trend that threats to the maritime security of Korea increases as
examples seen in Somalia pirates. Thus we could say that interest on this issue should increase and also measures to counter those threats
should be prepared. Also Korea should take the maritime security as important as critical factors as national security, which is similar to
military threats from North Korea. Therefore all citizen’s interests on the issue should be raised, and organizations that are capable of mutually
integrating the functions related to maritime security should be established. Finally, Korea should actively participate international efforts on
maritime security, and secure maritime security of our nation therefore contribute to the nation’s prosperity and future development.
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Table 1. The tendency of dependence upon foreign
trade of Korea

Table 3. The comparison of international maritime
transportation between Korea and major countries in 2004,
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Table 4. The Korea's Major import and export list in 2007.
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