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A Study on the Factors Affecting Married Women's Fertility Behavior Depending
on Patterns of Life Course with Family Role and Economic Activity
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<Abstract>

This study is to understand the determinants affecting women's fertility behavior (additional fertility plan) using the Korean Longitudinal
Survey of Women & Families of 2007. Patterns of married women's life courses are divided into five groups depending on family
role and economic activity : family-centered (no work experience) type, latent M type, M type, work-family reconciliation type, and

first job entry type. This study performs a binomial logistic regression analysis and the key findings from the study are summarized
as follows.

First, five distinctive patterns show the different composition : family-centered type (4.5%), latent M type (69.6%), M type (10.4%),
work-family reconciliation type (7.4%), and first job entry type (8.1%). Second, socio-economic characteristics, husband characteristics,
and value characteristics are statistically significant to additional fertility behavior ; however, institutional character is not significant.

Finally, significant factors affecting additional fertility plans vary in different patterns of life courses. Based on these results, this study
suggests some policy implications and future research directions.
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