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ABSTRACT

Yynnan, where twenty-six minor ethnics live, is located in Southwest part of China. They have
preserved and developed their folk costume, artcraft, music and dance in their peculiar way with
natural and cultural surroundings. So, Yunnan is known as a living folk museum. It's worth ex-
amining how climate and crcumstances change has affected certain differences of dress shape in
same ethnic. Research into costumes of minor ethnics can contribute to the study of origin of the
trousers, as this group of people have well succeeded the basic form of trousers through their
cultural history and everyday life. This study, at first, investigates geographical surroundings of
each minor ethnic group, and figures out the style of all trousers by measuring the each size,
then compares design - color - pattern and fabric. The origin of trousers examined by formative
characteristics has been classified and comparatively studied. The study materials are twenty-three
trousers selected from in Yunnan Folk Museum as well as other relevant literature records. This
study suggests that one can examine the type of human culture through the forms of costume
which reflects folk custom - geography - economy etc. This, in turn, can be used as a basic in-
formation for other studies, and in particular, for the study of origin and structure of the
trousers.
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