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The Effect of Children’s Temperament, Parenting Behavior and

Parenting Stress on Preschool Children’s Prosocial Behavior
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ABSTRACT

This study was to investigate the effects of children’s temperament, parenting behavior, and
parenting stress on preschool children’s prosocial behavior. The subjects were 190 children
consisting of five and six years old and their mothers and fathers. They were selected from
6 kindergartens. Data was collected using the children’s prosocial behavior index, the children’s
temperament index, the parenting behavior questionnaire, and the parenting stress
questionnaire. The results were statistically analyzed using t-test, correlation analysis and
multiple regression analysis. The study showed that there were some significant differences
in children’s prosocial behavior according to the children’s gender, but there were no
significant differences according to the children’s age. Correlation analysis indicated that the
children’s prosocial behavior and children’s temperament had significant correlation, especially
the children’s adaptability and activity indicated high positive correlations. In addition, the
children’s prosocial behavior and mother’s warmth - acceptance behavior had significant high
positive correlation, and father’s rejection - restriction behavior had significant high negative
correlation. Also, correlation analysis indicated that the children’s prosocial behavior and the
mother’s and fathet’s stress of parent-child dysfunctional interaction and educational distress
had significant negative correlations. It was also found that children’s gender, mother’s
permissiveness * non- intervention behavior, mother’s educational distress, mother’s stress of
parent-child dysfunctional interaction, and father’s stress of parent-child dysfunctional interaction
were all significant predictors of the preschool children’s prosocial behavior.
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Table 1. Difference in prosocial behavior according to the children’s age and gender

School Forming Control skill of Total prosocial
Variables adaptability relationship personal emotion behavior
M SD t M SD M SD t M SD t
5 3.15 1.50 397 97 346 124 10.60 2.13
Age -.968 048 -1.904
6 330 1.04 416 .88 346 110 1092 2.09
male 312 1.05 3.89 .96 358 123 10.60 2.23
Gender -1.581 -2.944%* 1.467 -1.262
female 3.35 1.03 427 84 334 108 1097 1.97
** p<.01

Table 2. Correlation coefficients of the children’s temperament and prosocial behavior

School adaptability Fol.'ming. Control skill .of personal Total pro.social
relationship emotion behavior
Adaptability .192* 085 .150*
Activity 175*% 223%* 252%%
Physiologicalr egularity 018 -019 -.047 -029
Reactivity 021 028 067
Emotionality 056 -.067 014

*p<.05, *+p< 01
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Table 3. Correlation coefficients of the parenting behavior and children’s prosocial behavior

School Forming Control skill of Total
adaptability relationship personal emotion prosocial behavior

Mother
Warmth - acceptance 202%* .188* 193%* 301%%
Rejection - restriction -.030 -078 .056 -010
Permissiveness - non-intervention -.057 -223%% 097 -.054
Father ,
Warmth - acceptance 092 213%* -061 091
Rejection - restriction -.178% -.144* -094 -207%*%
Permissiveness - non-intervention -.035 -015 068 022

*p<.05, **p<.0l
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Table 4. Correlation coefficients of the parenting stress and children’s prosocial behavior

School Forming Control skill of Total prosocial

adaptability  relationship  personal emotion behavior
Mother
Stress of difficult child -059 -.163*% -.045 -.124
Stress of parent-child dysfunctional interaction -.185% - 176 -278%* - 344%%
Educational distress -157% -279%* -.153* -200%*
Total parenting stress -.166* -.238%* -.210%* -315%*
Father
Stress of difficult child -.104 -.152% 072 -064
Stress of parent-child dysfunctional interaction -249%% - 241 -202%% -352%*
Educational distress -135 -167% -.081 - 187%*
Total parenting stress - 210%* -.235%% -086 -254%%

*p<.05, **p<01
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o #H AEA 723 oju, opR| 9] ks 4, obs el 714, onjy, ohHA| e} FHPF,
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U, opA ] 2 aA B9, sgTd B AE o] FoalAENS AAE AH= Thi Table 5

A7t $eFE, 781 ojnju, oY) o} Aok A BMe @*16}7101] $A 49
AEYA EHo] Y2rE AN A HFo] =S HJE 2 vE3AAd oS setsr) Asl
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Table 5. The effect of the related variables to the children’s prosocial behavior

School adaptability Forming relationship
B B t B B t

age of child 154 .168 682 082 050 693

gender of child 245 178 1.344 325 139 1.811

adaptability .026 023 1.244 -.026 -116 -1.359

activity .002 024 1.013 .001 079 .888
Temperament physiological regularity 023 .046 440 -.009 -.053 -.668

reactivity -.034 .038 -1.030 .004 021 258

emotionality -.030 062 239 034 .081 1.028

mother

warmth - acceptance .003 .025 1.199 -010 031 270

rejection - restriction -.006 022 636 .007 .030 356
Parenting permissiveness * non-intervention -012 025 713 -.037 -.189 2.432%
behavior  father '

warmth * acceptance .020 .022 -332 .055 091 968

rejection * restriction .022 .020 -355 015 046 467

permissiveness * non-intervention .004 .020 -.063 013 078 1.013

mother
stress of difficult child 016 024 .148 011 017 .183
stress of parent-child
e ﬁmclt’ional o etion 024 025 532 000 004 031

Parenting educational distress -.064 052 391 -.101 -.198 -2.012*
stress father

stress of difficult child 024 022 -.158 -018 -.038 -404

Strzsyss ﬁicff::lt'i’iicﬁm 007 026 1226 019  -128  -1072

educational distress 029 057 035 .020 028 .309

R’ 114 179

F 1.148 ' 1.942*
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Table 5. Continued

Control skill of personal

Total prosocial behavior

emotion
B B t B B t
age of child -015 -.057 -.800 191 008 115
gender of child -.403 -.240 -3.206%* 165 -049  -.660
adaptability -027 -094 -1.133 -031 -054  -.654
activity .005 . 056 637 007 114 1311
Temperament  physiological regularity -065 -079 -1.030 -049 -056 =722
reactivity .012 036 445 -019 -.011 -.139
emotionality .010 039 501 .016 .068 876
mother
warmth - acceptance -005 .006 -202 -.008 08 -174
Tejection - restriction 022 086 971 023 096 .549
Parenting permissiveness * non-intervention 023 083 908 -.026 -049  -.561
behavior  father
warmth + acceptance .003 -.145 .140 .080 -084 1.787
rejection * restriction .007 -020 .342 .044 -012 1174
permissiveness * nor-intervention .024 .047 1.182 044 064 1203
mother
stress of difficult child -010 -039 -422 .019 -012  -124
m:zﬁ'icﬁ:;i’::mm 058 241 2134 -041 125 1111
Parenting educational distress -080 -071 -744 -245 -146 -1.520
stress father
stress of difficult child -004 120 1.290 -.051 055 598
stress of parent-child
dy: sﬁmclt);r onal interaction -.003 -219 -1.879 .026 -269 -2.313%
educational distress .060 031 342 .108 .033 370
R’ 217 220
F 2471%* 2.514%*
*p<.05, **p<.01
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