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An Analysis and Directional Study on Current Interior Design Related Education in Korea
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Abstract Interior design education has been developed rapidly since the discipline established in Korea in 1980s but
unfortunately the development was without any progressive transition untif 1990's, When Korean Institute of Interior
Design/KIID inaugurated in 1992, interior design education and related research activities began to be intensified.
Despite its effor, there were still confusion about the discipline as there were many similar discipline tracks
{architecture, design, fine art, & home economic, efc) each having an own definition of interior design and
introducing different aspects of educating the subject. Education program for interior design still not sufficiently
supporting the needs of today’s rapidly changing industry nor to prepare the diverse needs of the client. In order
for interior design major to be effective in the future and fulfill the needs of current industry development within
our society, re—evaluation of our current interior design educational programs in Korea is important. This study will
be the beginning of a research series. As the first part of the research series, this particular study has been
focused on reviewing of current status of interior design majors in the nation and its current condition. While
making suggestion for the changes in curriculum, the following poinis will have o be considered as basic
principle. First, understanding the duality of technology and design io accommodate the contents of design
discipline. Second, understanding the need of practice and theory combined for practical education. And lastly,
considering ways o adopt the human experience in order to develop creativity in oneself.

The focus of this research is only on the interior design discipling, and research method as the following: first,
analyze current status by reviewing admission data for 2010. Second, process a survey regarding the interior
design education and practice—related issues in admissions and collect opinions from educators and professional
designers in the field. Thirdly, with reference to previous studies, suggestions will be made for the discipline to be
effective in the field.

As mentioned earlier, this study series will continue and develop to suggest improvement in interior design
program as well as to provide curriculums for students get ready for the industry with more up-to-date
knowledges and creativities,
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