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Disparity between Rural and Urban Living Area Based on

Regional Interaction
- Focused on Busan-Ulsan mega city -
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ABSTRACT : Daily living area can be delimited differently depending on what area is to be focused. Based on regional
interaction, the present study empirically analyzed the difference between living areas focusing on rural area and ones relying on
urban area. We established two types of living areas in Busan-Ulsan mega city with different focus areas (rural versus urban),
using travel OD data (2006). According to the result, the form of spatial clusters in wban living area differed from that of spatial
clusters in rural area; the boundaries of living area were not fit to those of administrative areas in both types; and living areas in
both types tended to extend over more than two administrative areas. The results cast some implications concerning spatial
planning and policy for living area delimitation. First, since the spatial structure and interconnection of urban area differs to those
of rural area, it is required to delimit living areas discriminatively depending on the objectives of the spatial plan. Additionally,
the living area should be established more specifically and systematically by further subdividing the form of spaces depending on
the objectives and types of the plan. Second, the administrative areas should be consolidated now that the difference of boundaries
of administrative and living areas lead to inconvenience of residents, increased administration costs and scale diseconomy. Lastly,
the living areas should be delimited by the metropolitan or mega city planning and thus be reflected to its offsprings.

Key words : Regional Interaction, Rural Area, Urban Area, Daily Living Area, Cluster Analysis
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