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ABSTRACT

False sleeves are ‘the sleeves that are attached to clothes but exist just as a part without any
function to put arms in them.” They are different from sleeves to put arms in them and are to
follow the trend or a way of wearing clothes. They are mostly found in medieval Europe’s deco-
rative sleeves named ‘Hanging sleeves’, but they are also found in Eastern region, too. They are
found in sleeves that attached women’s headgear in East and Middle Asia, and also in high-class
male caftan in Ottoman Turk in the 16th and 17th century. False sleeves can be divided into
two kinds by shapes. The first ones are the decorative sleeves of which trunk-shaped sleeves hang
around the whole or part of the arm hole but have no function to put arms in them; this is
called as ‘sleeve-shaped False sleeves’. These sleeves are found in women’s headgear in medieval
Europe, Ottoman Turk, and East and Middle Asia. False sleeves in Europe and Ottoman Turk
played a role in showing wealth and power while those in East and Middle Asia had a great role
in highlighting the costume’s decorative effect. The second ones are the sleeves hanging down
from the arms by attaching long cloth to the arm hole, in design; these are named as
‘cape-shaped False sleeves.” This style is found only in medieval Europe, and presumably, these
cape-shaped false sleeves may have played a role in boasting of one’s wealth and power.
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