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ABSTRACT

A Korean knot is one of the ornamental elements that our ancestors used intimately in their
daily lives, and the diverse forms and structural features of the Korean knot have sufficient crea-
tive and aesthetic value for it to be recognized as one of beautiful products that was relished by
individuals of the times. Starting from two strands, Korean knots make unique forms as they are
overlapped or plaited, crossing each other in many ways. The forms of Korean knots were given
names such as "nabi maedeup'(butterfly knots) and "gukwa maedeup’ (chrysanthemum knots), in
reference to things in the surrounding environment that were perceived as being similar in their
appearance. It is considered that with their unique structure, such Korean knots may provide a
good motif for creative design. As well, it is believed that combining the traditional beauty of
Korean knots with a contemporary sensibility will lead to the creation of truly forward-looking
design. Against this backdrop, this study aims to inquire into and analyze the formative character-
istics and aesthetics of Korean knots, with an eye to their use in future design. In addition, it
aims to help to put such historical knotting practices into practical and functional use in the fu-
ture, through a study of previous uses of historical knotting practices with a modern sensibility.
It is thus expected that this work will contribute to the inheriting and development of traditional
culture, and ultimately to enhancing the status of Korean design in the world.

Key words: auspicious(d7}), balance(#%), formative aesthetics(Z# 1), harmony(Z3}),
Korean knots("l &), moderation(Z#)
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