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Molecular and Morphological Identification of Ophichthid Leptocephali from the South Sea of Korea
by Hwan sung Ji and Jin Koo Kim* (Department of Marine Biology, Pukyong National University, Busan 608-737, Korea)

ABSTRACT

Four leptocephali (TL 109.8~129.7 mm) of the family Ophichthidae, collected from

Sangju in the South Sea of Korea, were identified using morphological and molecular methods. Our
four leptocephali were similar to Ophichthus sp. based on morphological characters: the melanophores
present in series of eight gut swellings; total myomeres 144~ 151; body depth in total length less than
10%; eight or nine black horizontal bands present from anus to caudal fin base. On the other hand,
our four leptocephali were identified to Pisodonophis sp. based on 826 base pairs of 12S rRNA gene
nucleotide sequences. Our results showed that morphology-based identification did not agree with
molecular identification, indicating difficulty in differentiating morphologically between Ophichthus and
Pisodonophis leptocephali. We, herein, firstly describe morphological characteristics of Pisodonophis

sp. leptocephali from Korea.
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G AFA}o] (leptocephalus)= ¥ AFo] =- (Anguilliformes) o
oA Aoz Welslr] Aell Vel #be]7] (larva stage)=
B2 FHly S¥Ee] glow, Fo] & HHEe] gloh
(Tabetaand Mochioka, 1988). WA} & o] F = njcjilz} 4
Apelell g 7o) AFmE Mol A Brae] niehu
QAFAtel 2] Fefel B3t @ v} ¢)end (Michael and Oben-
chain, 1978; Leiby, 1979, 1981, 1982, 1984), o] & E-tjj 2] oFe]]
A wlebllsh ablel g EALT, TR T TS &
$4 5ol 23] % 42744 $43 A7 (Richardson
and Cowen, 2004) o] Sl L & d&Ab nichyiz 44}
Alo]2] o} 4~Fof|A]2] %A (Tabeta and Mochioka, 1988),
FolAlobat uheklsh iaatele] el 7] (Miller et al,
2002; Miller and Tsukamoto, 2006) 5 ©}4=2] AR 377} 3)
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ele} (Taylor and Watson, 2004; Hyde et al., 2005; Kim et al.,
2008; Paine et al., 2008).
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Fig. 1. Map showing the sampling area of ophichthid leptocephali (®).

oA whehztel] &3k GAbAte] 4703 (114 109.8~ 1297
mm)E AAez AR s (Fig. 1). A4 F 70% o sk
o A} on, AP} Tyt mEe nA sk (Pukyoung
National University, PKU) o738 A 221 (Ichthyology
laboratory collection)el] = ﬂ,_lﬂ.ihs}giu} EO] zr _,_r],] Al
CQ
A& n] 7] (Olympus SZX-16, Japan) sfol|A] Z+zbs}e] 11, ver-
nier caiper=. 0.1mm =) 742] =3 35}¢] 0}

Genomic DNAX= Chelex resion 100 -§- (Bio-rad)-& o]-&
slof QYRpele] $5 wake wol 2t vz
2Jo} DNA 12S1RNA ¢J9J& £Eo]HQl 12SF(5-CAAA
GGCCTGGTCCTGACTTTAA-3)2} 12SR (5-CCTTCCGG
TACACTTACCATGTTA-3) PrimerE | 2ts}le] ZZ |7}
10X PCR buffer 5uL, 25mM dNTP 4L, 12SR primer 5ulL,
12SL primer 5uL, FX Tag DNA polymerase (GnP, Korea)
05uLE A& &3E-ol genomic DNA 5uL (100ng)S A
7Vst &, = 50uL7} € wj7l#] 32} =F4=5 @12 Therma
cycler (Bio-rad MJ mini PTC-1148, USA)ZS o] £-3}e] t}-&
3 zre zAo=z PCRE 4=8)a}edc}. Initid denaturation
94°Cef|A] 53 PCR reaction 35 cycles (denatuation 94°Cel|
4] 30%, annealing 56.5°Cel|A] 30%, extension 72°Cel|A] 1
); final extension 72°Cel| 4] 78, A= ExoSAP-IT (United
States Biochemical Corporation, USA) = o] &3}t

u| EZ=z]o} DNA 12SrRNA 937]x<d-2 BiokEdit version
72] ClustaW (Thompson et al., 1994) & o] &-3}o] A& 3}l

o vla 2oz AP Basha Qi ekl ol F
3% (71E, Muraenichthys gymnopterus; 2-5-#}o], Echelus
uropterus; &< Pisodonophis sp.)#} NCBI (National
Center for Biotechnology, Information)el] =% u}ch 3}
oAF 9%2] @ IHIE gyt Fhdon WS
W Alo]3te] whzke] (Anguilla japonica) @ | 2ke] X
(Gymnothorax kidako)E ¢]#wto 2 A st 5472
= Megad (Tamura et al., 2007)ol|A] Kimura-2-parameter =
9 (Kimura, 1980) 2 A Als}e) om, A E4= PAUP version
4,090 A A3 (neighbor joining)& o] $-31ed =4 319d
a7, bootstrap-2 1,000 43) 3} o}
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1. Jefsd

3 bl A AR G (ol 3) HaiAE G4k
A4 B ASE Table 13k 2ot dajab Aol &
7 &g wet g A N o) Af REIE 5% °ﬂ fﬂr
2} npopillal o 7o) dAAtelz WhEgiok (Michael and
Obenchain, 1978; Leiby, 1981). vlchillz}l o] 72 GAIAle]=
1) A& =gt A3z (A= otk Myrophinaes 10% o] 4
vs. Blehul o} 5}, Ophichthinae= 10% ©]3}), 2) o} 4de] $)
2] (A vs. 20A), 3) & FHE me]A] =2ju] kA A
Z Foel Alzwe] 5 (9l vs sl 4) aef x| =2n] o]
(L vs gAY E44) 52 FelH Al oA 274
of}z A FE=}(Michael and Obenchain, 1978; Tabeta
and Mochioka, 1988). Fall A GAFRte]= Ao d3t A2
7} 10% o] &}, 2m A Avdo] o, sk FHE melx
vl SR A E Fetell 8~972] ST EXY, meA]
=en)7} gl Aol A uiehal o} (Ophichthinag)el] <3kc.
Michael and Obenchain (1978)<1] 2¢]spH wlc}ul o} (Ophich-
thinae) 72t 22 60.0mm o] el = me| ] =2fn]7}
FHA oz FAFE R 65.0~75.0mm o] ZHE|= Algbz]
o3 Bystelet. @Al dARte = mErt 2ha, el
G7tEE ool Alnte] xZEF o] Il (Fig. 2B). 714
e A dEEe] 9la, SRz 5o 39 (90%)
of XA ot me] 2 st Helw, || =ejn]
+ A Ak (Fig. 2C).
& M BR¥A ] AR A g, HAER
o] A, & FF A zue] 5 Feo] dHA glek(Michael
and Obenchain, 1978; Leiby, 1981; Tabeta and Mochioka,
1988). Fafj At dAdAtel= A7l R A6l 2|7 Ophich-
thinae sp.2 (sensu Y abeta and Mochioka, 1988) 4! 7} =}
2= (Ophichthus) ¥ #-= (see Michael and Obenchain, 1978;
Leiby, 1981)3} -f-A}stedd} (Table 1). 548 <4 (Pisodono-
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Table 1. Comparisons of measurements and counts among the ophichthid leptocephali and Ophichthus gomesi, Ophichthus cruentifer, Ophichthus
meplanopor us, Ophichthinae sp. 1, Ophichthinae sp. 2 and Ophichthinae sp. 3

Ophichthus Ophichthus

Ophichthinae Ophichthinae Ophichthinae

) : . ) Ophichthus
Pisodonophis sp. gomesi cruentifer meplanoporus sp.1 . 2 sp. 3
(present study) (Michael and (Michael and (Leiby, 1981) (Tabetaand (Tabetaand (Tabetaand
Obenchain, 1978) Obenchain, 1978) Y. Mochioka, 1988) Mochioka, 1988) Mochioka, 1988)
Number of specimen 4 150 59 18 3 12 16
Total length (mm, TL) 109.8~129.7 145~984 13.0~835 86.0~120.0 41.0~54.0 61.0~107.0 15.0~72.0
In % of total length
Head length 42~43 - 84~85 53~115 - - -
Predorsal length 95.2~96.2 40.0~49.0 39.0~48.0 30.0~37.3 - - -
Preana length 49.5~50.3 51.0~53.0 53.0~66.7 44,0~57.3 - - -
Body depth 6.7~82 - 85~9.0 - - - -
In % of Head length
Eye diameters 14.8~17.7 - 133~19.0 135~180 - - -
Snout length 241~314 - 435~47.6 33.9~424 - - -
Upper jaw length 333~37.3 - - - - - -
Counts
Total myomeres 144~ 151 (146.5) 139~150 142~162 176~193 144~149 148~ 157 149~ 160
Preanal myomeres 63~ 68(65.5) 62~79 66~ 75 69~ 76 70~73 51~54 70~75
1st vertical blood vessel 8~10(9) 10~14 8~18 7~14 - - -
Last vertical blood vessel 60~ 66 (63) 55~79 55~ 65 97~103 68~69 51~55 57~60
1st gut swelling 9~11(10) 10~14 8~12 11~14 - - -
Last gut swelling 58~ 64 (61) - 62~70 100~ 109 - - -
Postanal pigment 8~9(8) 4~5 5 9~11 5 7~9 6~8
Number of nostrill 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Number of gut swelling 8 8 9 9 9 7 9
A
k < - = = - -
y - -

Fig. 2. Leptocephalus of ophichthid, TL 120.0 mm South Korea. Sangju, 5 September 2010. Total body (A), magnification of the head part (B),
anal part (C), caudal part (D). Scale bar=2.5 mm.

phis)ell = Pisodonophis cruentifer s3Aate]e] el 7144 TASLE HAT A A 105~19.2mm oAM= A€
(Michael and Obenchain, 1978)7} 9o} o] % 7}x| 2l TA o] ZABHA e, AR 229 mm o] FRE =
%

(Ophichthus) .2 < o]H e ulg}l EE-wl< (Pisodono- o]o] AL} dX|sl= Aoz B33l =3 Michad
phis) gAF=Fe]el] H) 3t &Eef7|H= A F3lc}. 3k, Richard- and Obenchain (1978)-2 u}ebisl FAFRle] 8%S HA3)
son (1974)e)] 2Jahd AdAke] P. cruentifer 27714 2] <A A\ M= A7F 15.0~95.0mm oA Z-H37) FdsE A
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Table 2. Genetic distance among ophichthid leptocephali and 12 Ophichthid with 2 outgroups

o @ @ @4 6 6 O © O W W @ 8 W 1 1 1)
Leptocephalus sp. A (1)
Leptocephalus sp. B (2) 0.000
Leptocephalus sp. C(3) 0.000 0.000
Leptocephalus sp. D (4) 0.000 0.000 0.000
Pisodonophis sp. (5) 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.000
Pisodonophis cancrivorus(6) 0069 0069 0069 0.069 0.069
Ophichthus serpentinus(7) 0.079 0079 0079 0079 0079 0.090
Ophichthus zophochir (8) 0.088 0.083 0083 0083 008 0084 0.045
Ophisurus macrorhynchos(9) 0083 0088 0088 0088 0088 0077 0055 0045
Brachysomophis crocodilinus(10) 0099 0.099 0.099 0099 0099 0092 0067 0072 0.064
Xiriasrevulsus(11) 0085 008 008 008 008 0092 0051 0052 0044 0071
Echelus uropterus(12) 0112 0112 0112 0112 0112 0103 0075 0075 0074 0087 0084 \
Echelus myrus(13) 0106 0.106 0106 0106 0106 0.102 0071 0073 0.069 0083 0079 0010
Scolecenchelys breviceps(14) 0172 0172 0172 0172 0172 0172 0160 0151 0170 0175 0172 02149 0.147
Muraenichthys gymnopterus(15) 0209 0209 0209 0209 0209 0213 0197 0182 0202 0195 0206 0179 0.185 0.095
Myrophis vafer (16) 0194 0194 0194 0194 0194 0178 0177 0168 0171 0178 0172 0157 0158 0.083 0.112
Anguillajaponica(17) 0198 0198 0198 019 0198 0.180 0167 0162 0167 0.177 0169 0.150 0153 0153 0.168 0.158
Gymnothorax kidako (18) 0238 0238 0233 0238 0238 0204 0203 0201 0194 0205 0202 0207 0205 0205 0217 0205 0.19
Pisodonophis sp. (PKU3483)
Leptocephalus sp. A (PKU4541)
1001, eptocephalus sp. B (PKU4542)
98 Leptocephalus sp. C (PKU4543)
Leptocephalus sp. D (PKU4544)
38 Pisodonophis cancrivorus (AF417323)
Ophichthus serpentinus (DQ645655)
7 Ophichthus zophochir (DQ645695)
Ophisurus macrorhynchos (AB049986)
100 Xyrias revulsus (AF417324)
Brachysomophis crocodilinus (DQ645650)
100 Echelus uropterus (HQ185623)
[ 100 [ Echelus myrus (DQ645651)
Myrophis vafer (DQ645654)
100 Scolecenchelys breviceps (DQ645652)

59|

Muraenichthys gymnopterus (HQ185625)

Anguilla japonica (AF417307)

Gymnothorax kidako (AP002976)

0.02 substitution/site

Fig. 3. Phylogenetic tree based on partial mt 12S rRNA nucleotide sequences showing the relationships among ophichthid leptocephali and 12
ophichthid species with 2 outgroups. The Neighbor-Joining tree using the Kimura-2-parameter distance model. 1000 replications of bootstrap.

Bar indicates genetic distance of 0.02.
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A AA= EE49 < (Pisodonophis sp.) Aelet 45718 (d)
7} 0.0002.2 FHA9 3, 49 E7]ulch¥ Pisodonophis
cancrivorusz}= d=0.0692. B|w* Z & Byvh vlw 1

F TS o F-E Al flshH 7kx 84 23 (Ophichthus
sepentinus, Ophichthus zophochir) o] Jsj Al GAkAke] €} 717t
2 ¥ 0]9] 32 (d=0.079~0.088), ]| Ophisurus, Xyrias, Bra-
chysomophis, Echelus o] f-9}= tf4 2 2}o]|2 Mv}(d=
0.085~0.112) (Table 2). &3, vic}ri o}abol] &al= Fafj Ak
GAAL = T2 o}ahel A=l o}s} (Myrophinae) 3% (Sco-
lecenchelys breviceps, Muraenichthys gymnopterus, Myrophis
vafer)s} vlugll& o oS 2 Aol Bl (d=0.172~
0.209), ¢J&] kel #iAke] Anguillajaponica, 3% Gymnotho-
rax kidako¢}= 7}z d=0.198, 0.238=. v-$- Z §A o] =
el Qo (Table 2). 21234 (NFtree)ol] 2J3hH, 3l At
GAR}e] 470 A 7 EEH < (Pisodonophis sp.) Ao 170 A
o} AR Ale)| A E gl om, o)o] E7|ujc)ul (p cancrivo-
rus)z} % =2} 1z, Ophichthus sepentinus, Ophichthus zopho-
chiret= o4 71 fA = ek (Fig. 3). E2k2A A3
Ak Abel = £E1 < (Pisodonophis sp.) Ade] ¢l 100%
o =]s}e] Pisodonophissp.2 EA 3ttt =Wl o|n] B1
%l Pisodonophisg 23 (EE* Pisodonophis zophistius, =
Z]vlep¥ P, cancrivorus) 3} FajAF ANl S FE|Aom
alashe, A 2E4 me A AR (A Q4R
01—”— 144~ 1517) vs. 2512 179~1827) vs. E7]v}c}

2 153~ 1647))e|l A x}eo] & H.9iv} (Hatooka, 2002). vlhul
4 ARt F Foz HTE Fo| wx] ke AA o]
o, AT 2 g, FEH SARLS Fo) A
7] YejEAe ke o3 ERYA2 Ak}
ob7} whekat wiehilsh Qabatels shustel Jul P wA}
v o g =AY o5 JARle] e EA Y| A3}
T 2279 R0 P Ao Aadd we 2
ATelM A Fajat ARl MNAE FAREA A
Pisodonophisdell 43l At & EelEglon, 24
oA ZExE EEW W BTl HFF4e o
ZA7=2 Ho] Pisodonophis sp.2 *23ldct £ A4
s S-elutel welvt whas aAlele] mgakel Zlo
Atz

_11o1-

oft rlu 4y ¢

Lm

2 o
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sk 54l whel 74X 4 (Ophichthus sp) o} 72} -4}
3 e seIFslch Yoy Avels 92 njEzeeel
DNA 12SrRNA 826bp2] 71-de #AM% Az}, At
o] EE4iZ (Pisodonophis sp.) Aol ¢} 100% 4=]543] 7,
E7]u}=4l (Pisodonophis cancrivorus) Ao el 98.1% o
Astee. & AFAsl e Jo) $AAI} 4 542
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