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Phonological Error Patterns: Clinical Aspects on Coronal Feature
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate two phonological error patterns on coronal feature of children with functional
articulation disorders and to compare them with those of general children. We tested 120 children with functional articulation
disorders and 100 general children from 2~4 years of age with 'Assessment of Phonology & Articulation for Chidren(APAC)'.
The results were as follows: (1) 37 disordered children substituted [+coronal] consonants for [-coronal] consonants (fronting of
velars) and 9 disordered children substituted [-coronal] consonants for [+coronal] consonants (backing to velars). (2) Theses two
phonological patterns were affected by the articulatory place of following phoneme. (3) The fronting pattern of children with
articulation disorders was similar with that of general children, but their backing pattern was different with that of general
children. These results show the clinical usefulness of coronal feature in phonological pattern analysis, the need of articulatory
assessment with various phonetic context, and the importance of error contexts in clinical judgment.
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Figure 1. The phonological processes on coronal feature
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Table 1. The aspects of velar fronting in articulation disorders
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Table 2. The velar responses in the case of fronting(1)
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Table 3. The velar responses in the case of fronting(2)
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Table 5. The coronal responses in the case of backing(1)
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