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Abstract

Mothers’ Attitude on Child-Rearing and Sensory Processing Ability of their
Children in Ordinary Multi-cultural Families

Ham, Bo-Hyeon", B.H.Sc., O.T., Kim, Su-Kyoung”*, M.P.H., O.T.
“Dept. of Occupational Therapy, Graduate School of Public Health and Welfare, Konyang University
“Dept. of Occupational Therapy, Konyang University

Objective : The purpose of the study is to investigate and compare multi—cultural families in terms of mother’
s attitude on child—rearing and their children’ s sensory processing ability.

Methods : 19 multi—cultural families and 38 ordinary families were investigated and all the targeted families
had children aged 3 to 7 years. Data were collected by a questionnaire asking general characteristics of
mother—child; mother’s attitude on rearing; and child's sensory processing ability, the Korean—translated
version of Short Sensory Profile [SSP], and the Mother nurturing attitude. Data analysis has been done by
Descriptive Statistics for subject characteristics and by Mean—Whitney U test for comparison between
multi—cultural family group and ordinary family group.

Results : There are significant differences between the two family groups in terms of the rearing attitude,
especially in sub—item ‘refusing(p=.000)" and ‘autonomous(p=.000)". Result of the SSP also indicate
significant differences between the two groups in total score (p=.002) and sub—items such as taste/smell
sensitivity (p=.004), movement sensitivity (p=.021), underresponsive/seeks sensation(p=.010), auditory
filtering (p=.016), low energy/weak (p=.003), visual/auditory sensitivity (p=.029).

Conclusion : The results of this study well describe differences between multi—cultural families and ordinary
families in maternal child—rearing attitude and sensory processing ability of the children. It is suggested to
collect data regarding adaptation of multi—cultural families and their child development through more

profound qualitative studies in further.

Key words : female marriage immigrants, mother's child—rearing attitude, multiple—culture family, sensory

processing
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