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ABSTRACT

The discourse of women's body represented in TV dramas

Ji-A Hong™*

This study is designed to figure out what kind of female images TV dramas have represented from
2000 to 2007 and what kind of relationship these images and the actual roles the female characters
perform have in the drama. The total number of dramas analyzed is 27, and 152 female characters
are analyzed. The result finds that 45% among 152 characters is in her 20’s, and most of them play
the main roles. Only 4 dramas use 3,40’s female characters as main figures. Most 4,50 female characters
play mother or grand mother roles of main characters, and they usually interrupt main character’s love
relationships or don’t play any meaningful roles for the narrative. The old female characters over her
60’s tend to play foolish and ridiculous roles and don’t show any physical charms. The female main
characters are beautiful and young, and the more they play good roles, they have better natural beauty
comparing the bad characters. The youth and beauty of main characters helps the owner to earn the
love of main male characters. It’s obvious that the dramas show that female’s body as physical capital
to achieve higher class and power.

Keywords: body, aging, physical capital, TV drama

* Associate Professor School of Journalism&Communication, KyungHee University



