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ABSTRACT

Knowledge, Media and Information in the Age of Digital Reproduction

Wook—Inn Paik’

The purpose of this paper is to disclose the characteristics of knowledge in the age of digital reproduction.
To achieve this I extended Benjamin’s concept of technological reproduction to three different stages
as mechanical reproduction, electric reproduction and digital reproduction. Each stage has different degree
of reproducibility and de-materialization. I also combined McLuhan’s concept of the electricity at the
point of de-materialization with reproducibility. The degree of materiality and reproducibility is the key
concept which could scale the technical condition of knowledge production. The social condition of knowl-
edge reproduction is controlled by economic and political factors. In this connection between technological
and social condition the current knowledge production and intellectual property could be explained
properly. This study could open the theoretical door to deepen such an understanding.

Keywords: reproduction, electricity, knowledge, information, media, digital reproduction, knowledge
production
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