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Knowledge, Perception, Safety Climate, and Compliance with Hospital
Infection Standard Precautions among Hospital Nurses

Suh, Young Hee" - Oh, Hee Young?

1) HN, Department of Nursing, Eulji General Hospital
2) Professor, College of Nursing, Eulji University

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine knowledge, perception, safety climate and compliance with hospital
infection standard precautions and to identify the factors influencing nurse's compliance with standard precautions.
Methods: Using the structured survey, data were collected from 292 nurses working at 4 general hospitals in the
metropolitan city Seoul in October, 2008. Data were entered and analyzed with SPSS 12.0. Results: The majority of
nurses were female with a mean age of 27.8. The mean score for knowledge of standard precautions was 21.2 out of
25. The nurses lacked knowledge on reusable gloves or gowns. Nurses perceived use of protective devices may not
only increase time strain but also hinder development of therapeutic relationships with patients. Of safety climate
factors, lack of time was the most frequently reported barrier to compliance with standard precautions. Knowledge,
perception, and safety climate explained 16.1% variance of compliance with standard precautions. Conclusion: To
improve nurses' compliance with standard precautions, provision of education and support for safety climate are

necessary.
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