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ABSTRACT: The somatic chromosome number of four Korean species of Leontopodium were investigated. The
chromosome number of L. leiolepis (2n = 24) is reported here as for the first time. The chromosome number of
L. japonicum (2n = 28) is not varied among the 3 populations on the Korean Peninsula, but that condition is
different from the previous reports for Korea (2n = 26) and Japan (2n =21, 26). L. hallaisanense and L. japonicum,
both of which are in sect. Nobilia and similar to each other in gross morphology, have the same chromosome
number of 2n = 28. On the other hand the chromosome number of Korean L. leontopodioides (2n = 24) is different
from that in Russian reports (2n =26). The chromosome numbers of all Korean species of the genus Leontopodium
could be inferred as tetraploid or aneuploid.
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Table 1. Materials and collection sites of the Korean Leontopodium
for studying on chromosome.

Taxa Collection sites Vouchers
Sect. Nobilia

L. hallaisanense Jeju-do, Mt. Halla Lee 98501
Gyeongsangbuk-do, Mt. Sobaeck ~ Lee 97217
L. japonicum Gangwon-do, Mt. Seolak Lee 98001
Gyeonggi-do, Mt. Unak Lee 98301

Sect. Leontopodium
L. leiolepis Gangwon-do, Mt. Seolak Lee 98317
Gyeongsangbuk-do, Mt. Bibong ~ Lee 97234

L .
leontopodioides Gyeongsangnam-do, Mt. Hwangmae Lee 99051
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Fig. 1. Somatic chromosomes of four Korean species of Leontopodium. A. L. japonicum (2n =28, Mt. Sobaek); B. L. japonicum (2n =28, Mt.
Unak); C. L. japonicum (2n = 28, Mt. Seolak); D. L. hallaisanense (2n = 28); E. L. leiolepis (2n = 24); F. L. leontopodioides (2n = 24). Bar =5 pum.
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Table 2. Chromosome numbers (2n) of Korean Leontopodium species.

Present

Taxa Previous study(2n) study(2n)

Sect. Nobilia

Leontopodium coreanum ? 24 Lee and Kim, 2008 -

L. hallaisanense 28 Lee and Kim, 2008 28
L. japonicum 21  Sakai, 1934; Arano, 1956 )3
26 Arano, 1963; Lee, 1969
Sect. Leontopodium
L. leiolepis - - 24
L. leontopodioides 26 Marhold, 2008 24
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