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Dental Hygienists' Awareness of Long-term Senior Care
Insurance System

Ji-Hyun Kim, Ji-Min Hwang and Yong-Duk Park’
Department of Preventive and Social Dentistry & Institute of Oral Biology, School of Dentistry, Kyung Hee Uni-
versity, Seoul 130-701, Korea

Abstract The purpose of this study is to cover dental hygienists who work for metropolitan dental hospitals or clinics in
Seoul city, Incheon city and Gyeonggi province from January to April 2009 and profile their awareness of Long-term
Senior Care Insurance System (hereinafter called ‘LSCI (System)’, so that it may provide material reference data to
contribute to expanding and establishing oral health medical services in the framework of LSCI System. As a result, this
study could come to the following conclusions: 1. It was found that the highest priority of dental hygienists' visiting oral
hygienic services under LSCI System was focused on ‘caring and preventive treatment’, and their secondary priority was
focused upon ‘oral health education.” 2. In response to a question item about whether dental hygienists need dentist's
prescription in written before performing their visiting oral hygienic services, it was found that 38.2% dental hygienists
answered ‘Yes (necessary)’ and 61.8% answered ‘No (unnecessary).” 3. In response to a question item about whether
dental hygienists may open up long-term senior care center, it was found that absolute majority of dental hygienists
(93.4%) answered ‘No’ and only 6.6% dental hygienists answered ‘Yes.” The standardized professional education are
thought to be needed to be developed aiming at the success in oral-hygiene service within a LSCI, by strengthening
professionalism in dental hygienists.
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Table 1. General characteristics
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Table 3. Priority on the oral health education and preventive
treatment

Classification N(%)
Age Under 25 years  69(26.6) Classification NCOo)
31-35 years 47(18.1) cducation Use of oral hygiene devices 17(6.6)
36-40 years ]4(54) Diet control 15(58)
Over 41 years 72.7) Prosthetics management 20(7.7)
Residence area Seoul 119(45.9) Preventive Plaque coptrol and oral 75(29.0)
\nch 85 treatment prophylaxis
fichieon (83) Oral malodour and 8(3.1)
Gyeonggi 118(45.6) xerostomia care
Employment Dental clinic 151(58.3) Fluoride topical application 9(3.5)
Dental hospital 108(41.7) and fluoride mouth rinsing
Career of duty Less than 1 years 27(10.4) Tooth brushing 167(64.5)
Less than 1-4 89(34.4) Total 259(100.0)
years
Leesrssthan 49 97(37.5) Table 4. Dental hygienist's awareness about needs of dentist's
Y order during visiting oral hygienic treatment depend on their
Over 9years 46(17.8) duty career
Education level College degree 151(58.3) N(%)
University degree 56(21.6) . Cognition
Classification Total  p-value
Over master degree 14(5.4) Yes No
The others 38(14.7) Less than 1 years 6(2.3) 21(8.1) 27(10.4)
Have or not elderly, chronic Yes 27(10.4) Less than 1-4 years 36(13.9) 53(20.5)  89(34.4) 026
disease patient among the family 232(89.6) Less than 4-9 years  32(12.4) 65(25.1)  97(37.5)
Total 259(100.0) Over 9 years 25(9.7)  21(8.1)  46(17.8)
Total 99(38.2) 160(61.8) 259(100.0)

Table 2. Dental hygienist's priority on visiting oral hygiene
education in LSCI

N(%)
Classification Ist 2nd
Oral health education 80(30.9) 180(69.5)
part
Management, 179(69.1) 79(30.5)
preventive part
Total 259(100.0) 259(100.0)

*LL.SCI : Long-term senior care insurance system
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Table 5. Dental hygienist's awareness about needs of dentist's
order depend on their academic career

Classification N M+SD p-value
College degree 53 291+.75
University degree 23 2.65+1.11° 002
Over master degree 8 2.13+.99*
The others 15 3.47+51°
Total 99

*Likert scale : maximum=5, minimum=1
*hy Scheffe's multiple range test; values with same superscript letter were
not statistically significant at p <.05
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Table 6. Awareness about instituting LSCI

Classification N(%)
Yes 17(6.6)
No 242(93.4)
Total 259(100.0)

*LL.SCI : Long-term senior care insurance system

Table 7. Opinion about instituting long-term sanatorium for
the elderly depending on academic career

Classification N M+SD p-value
College degree 151 2.89+.87
University degree 56 3.48+.85 <001
Over master degree 14 3.00£.88
The others 38 2.92+.88
Total 259

*Likert scale : maximum=5, minimum=1

Table 8. Correlation awareness about LSCI

Cognition about Opinion about instituting
needs of long-term sanatorium
dentist's order for the elderly

Cognition about needs 1
of dentist's order

Opinion about instituting -.300%* 1
long-term sanatorium for

the elderly
*%p < (.01
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