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ABSTRACT

Gaecheonjeol is the National Foundation day of Korea when people hold a harvest ceremony.
Nowadays, two representative harvest ceremonies of Korea are performed at Mt. Mari () and Mt.
Taeback (A F1111) on Gaecheonjeol (October 3rd). We study 28 flags with constellations appearing in the
ceremony of Mt. Taeback. These flags are lying in the outer of the circular stone wall during the
ceremony. They represent an oriental heavenly star chart. We examine the shape, the connecting-pattern,
the name, and the number of constellations drawn in the flags, and find several errors, such as, a wrong
position, a typo of name, an irregular size, an omission, and so forth. Traditionally, the 28 oriental
constellations are usually divided into four groups and each group has its own colour for each direction:
Blue (E), Black (N), White (W), and Red (S). For the constellation flags in Mt. Taebaek, the colour of
the flags is painted based on geographical directions, but the constellations are arranged followed by the
direction of the celestial sphere. Thus, constellations in the northern and southern parts are counterchanged.
Finally, we suggest some possible criteria for constellation map of the flags in this paper.
CheonSangYeolChaBunYalJiDo (K% 7 X751 ZlE) and CheonMunRyuCho (K3(Ki#)) can be essential
references for correcting constellations drawn in the flags of Mt. Taebaek.

key words: historical constellations; National Foundation day of Korea; Mt. Taebaek
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