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its related factors
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Background : Cancer is a disease that not only places a significant burden
on patients clinically but also requires significant expense for diagnosis
and treatment. Although the cancer coverage of health insurance has
recently been expended, the need for financial assistance among cancer
patients and their families is still expected to be significant. In this study,
cancer patients' need for financial assistance in Korea was examined and

its influence factors were analyzed.

Methods : Target study subjects were those who are over 18 years of

age and were diagnosed with cancer more than four months prior at the
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National Cancer Center and 9 Regional Cancer Centers in Korea during the
period from July to August of 2008. Quarter sampling was conducted
according to the ratio of the type of each cancer. A face to face interview
survey was conducted. A total of 2,661 cancer patients finished the
survey. Medical charts were reviewed in order to obtain the cancer type
and SEER stage of cancer patients. An ordered logistic regression model
was used to examine the level of need for financial assistance according
to the demographical, clinical, and socio—economic variables of cancer
patients.

Result : The percentage of cancer patients who needed financial assistance
was 69.0%, and 36.9% needed significant financial assistance. The need
for financial assistance was perceived to be greater in males, younger age
group, low income group, low education group, medical aid recipients,
those who were diagnosed recently, those with a low level of quality of
life measured through EQ5D, and those with decreased income after

cancer diagnosis.

Conclusion : In spite of the current policy to increase health insurance
coverage, the majority of cancer patients and their families in Korea still
need financial assistance due to cancer. In particular, there were more
vulnerable groups, such as the low income, or low education group. In the
future, policies that focus on the disadvantaged, which strengthen social
security, should be considered for achievement of a substantially better
quality of life for cancer patients and their families.

Keyword @ Cancer patient, financial assistance, Financial burden, Social

security, Coverage
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