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{Abstract>

Changing Trends in Daegu and Gyeongbuk-based

Patients' Use of Health Facilities in Seoul

Sang Ju Lee, Jae Yong Park '
Department of Public Health, Graduate School, Kyungpook National

University

This study was conducted to investigate the changes in patterns of
Daegu— and Gyeongbuk—based patients' use of medical care facilities

located in Seoul.

The 'Patient Survey' data issued by the Ministry of Health and Welfare
for 2002, 2005, and 2008 were used. Among all discharged patients
residing in Daegu and Gyeongbuk, 133,456 who used medical facilities in

Daegu, Gyeongbuk, and Seoul were selected.

Among patients residing in Daegu, 2.2% used medical facilities in Seoul
in 2002, 3.7% in 2005, and 3.5% in 2008. The corresponding rates among
patients living in Gyeongbuk were 5.6%(2002), 7.1%(2005), and 7.3%
(2008). Regarding the ICD—10 disease groups, the use of medical facilities
in Seoul by patients residing in either Daegu or Gyeongbuk increased in
2005 right after the introduction of the KTX high—speed train service,

covering various disease groups, but decreased again in 2008. ‘Neoplasm'
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cases, however, showed a progressive rising trend during the years
studied. Multivariate data analysis for the three years showed that sex,
age, payment type, hospital type, residence, year, and disease groups
were all significantly associated with the utilization of medical facilities in
Seoul. The major results are: First, use of medical facilities in Seoul by
Gyeongbuk patients was 2.4—fold higher than that by Daegu patients, but
with respect to 2005 and 2008 vs. 2002, use of medical facilities in Seoul
by Daegu resident patients' showed a larger increase than that by
Gyeongbuk's patients. Second, for patients residing in the two regions, use
of medical facilities in Seoul was highest for ‘congenital malformations,
deformations and chromosomal abnormalities’, followed by ‘neoplasms’.
Third, for patients residing in the two regions, general hospitals comprise
the primary factor in the use of medical facilities in Seoul.

The study shows that local medical facilities should individually exert
more efforts to improve the quality of their medical services. Relevant
authorities should likewise help these facilities develop their own unique

services and respective specialization.
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