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Code of Ethics for Professional Engineers
The Korean Professional Engineers Association
Preamble

We, Professional Engineers as the highest—grade engineers in the various fields, realize our
mission and responsibility and take those as our ideology to dedicate to hold and enhance the
safety, health and welfare of the people and the preservation of the environment and to strive
for the mutual development of the Professional Engineers by establishing and performing the
code of the ethics as a guideline of our conduct,

L. Fundamental Code of Ethics

1. Safety, health, welfare of the People and the Preservation of the Environment
Prolessional Engineers shall respect the dignity of the people and hold paramount the safety,
health, weliare of the people, and strive to preserve and promote the environment,

2. Self~esteem and Professional Competence
Professional Engineers shall feel proud as the highest—-grade engineers and continuously foster the
professional competence and perform the services only in the areas of their competence and
qualitication.

3. Honesty, Integrity, Fairness

Professional Engineers shall perform professional services with the attitude of honesty, integrity and
fairness.
4, Sense of the Mission and Maintenance of the Dignity
Professional Engineers shalt perform the services in the dignitary manner with the high sense of the
mission and the thorough professionalism.
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5. Trust and Cooperation
Professional Engineers shall perform the services in the mutually cooperative affitude on the basis
of the trust,

©. Confidentiality
Professional Engineers shall not disclose nor use the confidential information and knowledge gained
in the course of their employment,

II. Guidelines of the Conduct

1. Safety, health, welfare of the People and the Preservation of the Environment

a. Professional Engineers shall perform the services in accordance with the accepted engineering
standards, envircnmental standards and safely rules in order to promote the safety - health -
wellare of the people and the preservation of the environment,

b. Professional Engineers shall perform the services in a2 manner which gives due weight fo
conserve and restore the climate environment and the productive capacily of the earth by the
sustainable development,

¢. Professional Engineers shall Iry 1o avoid the assignmenis that are lkely to create a conflict of the
interest between their clients or employers and the community.

d. Professional Engineers shall notify their judgement to the employers or clients and other
appropriate authorities and strive 1o improve the situation when they judge that the fife and the
property of the people will be endangered.

e. Professional Engineers shall try to reveal the tacts, data or information to the public without the
consent of employers or clients when their effort to improve the situation, where the e and the
property of the peopte will be jecpardized, is not accepted

{. Professional Engineers, when the other professional engineers are in the disadvantage in the
course of their implementation of above ttems, shall try to protect and speak for their rights and
interest,

2. Self-esteem and Professional Competence

a, Professional Engineers shall continue the professional development throughout their career by
learning new information and technology with the reading the engineering literatures, participating
in the continuing education courses, professional presentations meetings and seminars efc,

b. Professional Engineers shall undertake assignments only in the qualified areas of competence by
education, experience and gqualification,

¢. Professional Engineers shall not affix their signatures to any plans or documents beyond their
competence and qualffication nor to any plans or documents not prepared under their direction
and control,

d. Professional Engineers shall be able fo sign and seal the engineering documents for the entire
project as the chief coordinator, provided that each technical segment is signed and sealed by
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the qualified engineers who prepared the segment.

e. Professional Engineers shall not misrepresent their or their associates qualification, grade of
membership, experience and prior assignments etc.

f. Professional Engineers shall inform their employers or clients and recommend them to obtain
further advice if an assignment requires the qualifications and experience outside their areas of
competence.

g. Professional Engineers shall perform the services smoothly by learning the custom, laws, culture,
codes and geographical characters of the countries when their assignments are related with
other countries.

3. Honesty, Integrity, Fairness

a. Professional Engineers shall be honest and faithful toward the employers or clients and disclose
all information related with the work.

b. Professional Engineers shall not accept outside employment to the detriment of their regular work
or interest, They shall notify their employers before accepting any outside employment,

c. Professional Engineers shall not use, without consent, equipment, supplies, laboratory, or office
facilities of an employer to carry on outside private practice.

d. Professional Engineers shall avoid the use of statements or advertisement containing any
materials that misrepresent the fact or the matters beyond their professional competency.

e. Professional Engineers shall be objective and truthful and include all relevant and pertinent
information in their professional reports, statements, or testimony.

f. Professional Engineers shall acknowledge their errors and will not distort or alter the facts in any
cases.

g. Professional Engineers shall not promote their interest at the expense of the dignity, honesty,
fairness and integrity of their profession.

h. Professional Engineers shall disclose all known or potential conflicts of interest that could
influence or appear to influence their judgment or the quality of their services,

. Professional Engineers shall not act or speak in a manner which may imply credit to themselves
for the work performed by others and shall, whenever possible, name the person or  persons
who may be individually responsible for designs, inventions, writings, or other accomplishments,

4. Sense of the Mission and Maintenance of the Dignity

a. Professional Engineers shall not give nor accept, either directly or indireclly any contributions,
gifts or considerations in order to influence the award of a contract.

b. Professional Engineers shall not accept financial or other considerations including free
engineering designs, from material or equipment suppliers for specifying their products and work
methods.

¢. Professional Engineers shall not accept any money or other valuables or entertainment, either
directly or indirectly, from the contractors or other parties dealing with their employers or clients
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in connection with the work for which they are responsible.

d. Professional Engineers shall not use association or collaboration with a non—engineer, a
corporation, or parinership as a 'cloak’ for unethical acts,

&. Professional Engineers shall not permit the use of their names or associates with any fraudulent
and dishonest person or firm,

f. Professional Engineers, having knowledge of any alleged violation of this Code and any detriment
to the dignity and reputation of the Professional Engineers, may report thereon to the Ethics
Committee,

9. Professional Engineers shall strive to extend public knowledge and appreciation of engineering
and its appreciation,

h. Professional Engineers shall transfer the right professionalism conforming with engineering ethics
to the youths and strive to guide them to the right direction for the future.

i. Professional Engineers shall dedicate to the community and participate positively in the works for
the advancement of the safety, heaith and welfare of the people,

5. Trust and Cooperation

a. Professional Engineers shall recognize and respect the professional reputation, prospects,
practice of other Professional Engineers,

b. Professional Engineers shall not review nor interfere with the work of other engineers uniess they
are forced to those by the law or professional rule.

¢. Professional Engineers shall accept such practice where other Professional Engineers may make
engineering comparisons of their own favored products with  other simitar products,

d. Professional Engineers shall recognize the proprietary interests of other Professional Engineers
based on the muiual truste. Professional Engineers shall make clear themselves in explaining
their own work and not criticize other Professional Engineers,

f. Professional Engineers shall recognize the contributions of subordinates and encourage them
according to the outcomes of their performance.

9. Professional Engineers shall accept the competition on the basis of merit,

h. Professional Engineers shall not criticize unfairly other Professional Engineers for their past work
where such work was conducted in accordance with the accepted standards and practices and
the community values of the time, and with the needs of the time,

i. Professional Engineers shall cooperate with other professionals for the advancement of the
society as a whole and the implementation of the social justice based on mutual trust,

6. Confidentiality

a. Professional Engineers shall not disclose, without consent, confidential information concerning the
business affairs or technical processes of any present or former client or employer, or any public
body on which they serve,

b, Professional Engineers shall not, without the consent of all interested parties, participate in or
represent an adversary interest in connection with a specific project in which they have gained
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particular specialized knowledge on behalf of a former client or employer,

c. Professional Engineers, before undertaking works in connection with the copyrights or patents,
shall enter into a detailed agreement regarding the rights,

e. Professional Engineers shall consider following items when intending to disclose the information

of the employers or the clients concerning to the criminal behaviour, threats to the public safety

or unethical policies.

® Keeping the accuracy in observations and claims and securing formal records with
documenting relevant events,

@ Consulting , formally or informally, with colleagues and supervisors and raising the issue
through the normal organizational channels,

@ Consulting with office bearer on the ethical issues and seeking the legal advice concerning
potential legal liabilities,

@ Focusing on the issues, approaching in an objective and neutral manner and avoiding the
unnecessary personal antagonism,
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