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What do we really need? Multicultural families and foreigners are just like you
and me: human beings, And what are human beings? People with feelings and
thoughts, who are striving to attain their hopes and dreams the best way they

know how,

As a person, what do YOU need? What do YOU hope for? What do YOU
want? These are the things that all of us should ask ourselves, for I m certain that

we, as people, foreigners and locals alike, all have the same general aspirations in
life,

One thing that bugs me and other foreigners here is the over-fascination of
many for “white skin.” Though I am often told the first time I meet people in
Korea that I do not look Filipino because I m not dark-skinned, I used to feel the
need to defend my race being dark, by saying that coming from a tropical
country, we have sunshine almost three-hundred-sixty-five days a year so it s
normal for us to have tanned skin, and that whoever heard of dark-skinned
people having skin cancer, anyway?

The day after I arrived in Korea back in 1996, 1 had to hang the laundry at the

communal area on the rooftop of the apartment, So, I went upstairs and started
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hanging washed clothes. Seeing a man 1 presumed) to be one of the residents there, I
proceeded to politely greet him, “Anyong haseyo!’ the way we did back home in the
Philippines. He looked at me strangely, piercingly, and walked away, still occasionally
looking back towards me. The friend who saw this puzzing encounter told me, ‘He
thought you were crazy! In Korea, you are not supposed to greet people you haven' t
been introduced to yet,” Oh, I see!

Having resided here until now, I didn’ t realize that T had lost that spontaneity and
joyful freedom of expression until I went to visit another country this summer, Being able
to greet people in that country with a simple hello, even to strangers, was very
unfettering. T hadn’ t even realized I missed that act of simply being able to greet people
“‘Hello~!" spontaneously, I had changed,

Seeing that, I determined to strive to rediscover and revive my happy inner self within
the layers I had acquired in trying to fit into this society. I owe this to my children, my
family, my friends, and myself,

Like you, people from multicultural families such as ours need respect, not so much
for what we have in our treasure chests or in our pedigree, but for what we are ? simply
as human beings. Yet why do you keep asking us which is better, Korea or the foreign
parent s homeland? Don’ t you realize that you are pushing my children into making a
choice between two intrinsic parts of themselves? My children and T still get asked this
question up to this day, How would you feel if people around you keep asking who you
like better, your mother or your father? ‘T am fifty-percent my mother, fifty-percent my

father, yet I am one-hundred percent me!’

Most recently, this need by multinationals for acceptance as simply themselves within
Korean society was forcibly brought home to me on the same above-mentioned sojourn
this summer, Being the only Filipino in a group of fifteen Koreans, I tried to blend in as
much as possible without submerging my identity, and it was fine until I asked to be
excused from a gathering to do some important errands, In front of the entire group, this
Korean lady told me to “go ahead, as you are not Korean anymore (to them, for not
joining).” Even as a joke, remarks like this sting, I tried to endure but finally exploded

before we arrived back in Korea, “Why are you so intent in putting me into a category? I
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fry not to think too much about being Filipino, or being Korean, or being a middle-aged
ajuma! I simply want to be considered as a human beingl" Looking back, I have received
remarks such as hers all throughout the years T ve lived here, but have always tried to just
endure and bury it deep inside,

As a foreign single mother in a male-dominated society like Korea, raising two
Korean sons is no picnic, Especially when the ex-husband who has promised in front of
a lawyer to give your children financial support through a monthly living allowance stops
giving them because he is allegedly saving up for his own house, after taking his doctoral
course from a respectable school like Seoul National University, mainly for purposes of

prestige and connections!

The notion of giving up my children to their Korean father was, and is, simply not an
option, The issue of certain unacceptable drinking behavior and the importance of my
kids" proper understanding of their multicuttural background being major considerations
in that decision, T wouldn' t have it any other way, Yet, I continue to be concemed about

raising my sons in this society,

Different people have different expectations of how I should behave and many times,
they get disappointed, I know that as a 40-something working foreign single mother who
can be really goofy, and can dance and sing better than people half my age, I give
people a headache when they try to categorize me, I am just so thankful that even with
these lamentable experiences, I have the good fortune of being able to call some open-
minded, understanding, and compassionate Koreans my real friends,

We, who are in Korean society, need to open our hearts and minds to the
multicultural individuals in our midst, Sure, they have some annoying habits, act very
strangely at times, and are often difficult to understand, But they are just like us! People---

human beings:--

While the situation has greatly improved since 1996, there is still much that needs to
be done, Education is the key, It starts with the leaders in our government and local
communities, the civil servants who have to deal with the needs and paperwork of

multicultural families, as well as the educators who train and develop teachers and
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students alike,

Right now, our local dong-samuso (neighborhood government office) is quite savvy
in dealing with the different paperwork needs of our multicultural family, But I go to the
local Shi-Cheong (Town Hall) and I lose too much time just making them see my point,
It s very frustrating!

In my most recent example, I went to the Shi-Cheong (Town Hall) last week to get a
form requested by the Korean Embassy in the Philippines. The lady in charge of that
section could have easily given me that form right away. Instead, she called different
departments, and then told me t© call a number in Seoul to ask about that! I asked her
point-blank if her office has that FORM or not, and if she could RELEASE it to me, or not,
She said, yes, they had it. When I told her that the Korean Embassy in Manila was waiting
for me at that moment to fax them that form, she finally gave me a copy, As I said,
frustrating!

It s very tiresome for foreigners, especially for us, who know about processing
documents in our countries, yet have to deal with all-Korean language documents as well
as govemnment personnel who don' t seem to know how to do their jobs, Again, as I
said, education is the key, How to go about educating people and key personnel? Now
that will take another article to tackle,
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