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Evaluation of the Characteristics of Food-related Factors and Interior Space Factors in
Vietnamese Restaurants in Hong Kong

Hye Kyung Oh, Ji Hyun Lee*

Department of Housing and Interior Design, Kyung Hee University

Abstract

This study was conducted to investigate and analyze food related and space related elements of popular Vietnamese
restaurants in Hong Kong to identify restaurant images related to food, to examine how Vietnamese traditions are applied
to such restaurants, and ultimately, to get their implications for us. Luxury Vietnamese restaurants in Hong Kong tended to
be located in major office buildings and famous shopping malls in the downtown area; therefore, they were highly accessible
to foreigners. In addition, most Vietnamese restaurants were quite formal in size or atmosphere. The food-related elements
of the luxury restaurants reproduced traditional menus, but the table setting and service generally adopted a formal Western
style setting. The presentation of foods was also creative and contemporary, to suit international customers’ tastes.
Regarding the spatial elements, restaurants serving traditional menus had interiors influenced by the French colonial period,
while those serving contemporarily adapted menus had interiors with simple contemporary images emphasized by
Vietnamese traditional decorations. These characteristics allowed foreigners from diverse countries to access the restaurants
without a sense of rejection. Casual restaurants were primarily exposed to many people on busy roadsides, but they tended
to be inferior in terms of size and quality. Apart from size and price level, food-related elements failed to reflect Vietnamese
unique traditional characteristics. The outward appearance consisted of basic construction materials (glass, chassis, and
bamboo) instead of those representing Vietnamese architecture. Additionally, the interior of the casual restaurants contained
traditional elements or objects more frequently than luxury restaurants, but they looked rather disorderly and lacked
harmony. Overall, the image of casual restaurants was degraded by the use of cheap and low quality finishing materials and
furniture. The results of this study may be useful for organizations promoting the Branding of Korea or businesspeople and

designers promoting the globalization of Korean foods.

Key Words: Vietnamese restaurant, table setting factor, food presentation factor, interior space factor, tradition,

modernity
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<Table 1> Selection of research object

http://www.eatdrinkhongkong.com/style/vietnamese.html
heep://www.fodors.com/world/asia/china/hong-kong/restaurants-nam_cuisine:171.heml
heep://www.chinaetravel.com/entertainment/hongkong/restaurant/otherasian.heml
http://www.beta.discoverhongkong.com/eng/jsp/dining/search-result/Vietnamese

Vietnam restaurant

heep://guides.travelchannel.com/hong-kong/dining/asian-pacific/vietnamese/27996.html
heep:/fwww.fbw.hk/search?&query=vietnamese

RCSC.aI‘Ch in Hong kong. heep://www.fbw.hk/search?&query=vietnamese
medium  related Internet site hetn-// h h )

(10) ttp://www.hungrygowhere.com - .
search_results.php?searchby=Category&country=65&{_foodplace=na&f_cuisine=36&{_price=na&f_r
ecommend=na&f{_zip=--&btnSubmit

heep://www.foodeasy.com/hongkongrestaurant/rest_result.php?id_region=19
heep://www.asiamiles.com/am/ko/earn/dining/searchresult’city=Hong+Kongg&cuisine=Vietnamese&
district=
= " Luxury restaurant” (8)Le Soleil/Indochine 1929/Golden Bull LII/ Rice Paper I, 11/Pho Lemon/Song Cuisine d' Indochine
ssbejz;i Casual restaurant (8) Lo Chiu/Nha Trang/Pearl/Green Cottage Yin Ping/Perfume River/Chuk Yuen/New Paris/Cafe

Locomotive
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o] FRA oA A1 WiZiE 3 HAEFS A= o]n
A&t F3HE gl v7iAIR st BRES} 2hgjo) A
+(Lee & Oh 2007) 3}31aL, &]=rof g AEg o] A7l A}
7F LA 2 AmElEo] Rojiks ASiow A4
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3t g3t AR 750 Yti(Agenda Research Group
2005), HIEGS AAYO & QI3 “HE 1mE70| A4 A=
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Bt 7He SHCE 37 gy 7% 1208 o I,
1 meke tiFo g Uro] Aol e 83ks A ot
A=t of7lol= F44H 37 A9 g HAER0]
Aol o} 23t =k, ghA olo) hSEHEE e HAED
T 83E A=, RARE QIEYl Aol EofA 33 o]
A} AF% 33 (Lo Chiu: 53], Nha Trang: 53], Pearl: 3
3))& HF ZIAFAL 23] AdFE HAERS T 16X 5
37} & 93t 535(Green Cottage Yin Ping/Perfume
River/Chuk Yuen/New Paris/Cafe Locomotive)2 A4
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L2 QlE|Yl AMO|E http://www, weeklyhk, com/
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<Table 2> A restaurant servay factor & standard of analysis

Space & food Image Tradltlp "
L = expression
Space & food factor characteristics characteristics o
. . characteristics
analysis analysis Ivsi
analysis
Superlative setting
Table Tabl'ecloth, mat, composition,  |Upper grade setting
. napkin, tableware shape, ;
settin ) | lor of Informal setting
Factor glass, cutlery color o :
flower & decoration]  each factor Casual setting
Irregular setting
Superlative The characteristics
Food factor Presentation Total image Oftxlgitt?z?jse
. characteristics
Food Relation of Composition, Upper grflde of research object elerr}ents
shape, presentation applied to
presentatlon tableware, food, lor of — restaurant h d
factor® garnish coloro Intermidiate that were the surveye
each factor presentation analyzed by spa‘()::esrft:hat
Low gra.de exanﬁmng analyzed by
presentation the examining the
Composition characteristics characteristics
f each el
Facade decoration Shape, materials, color ot cach clement of each
signboard element
Space Structure: floor,
factor Interior wall, celing,
. window, door .
composition 4 S Shape, materials, color
ecoration:
element . S
furniture, lighting,
accessories
o, g A olulAE Faekct. B, ST F7be) 2t Ao
ZAPIEE 2007 790 9URE 14HA, Telm 2008 A HlERe] Aol owA] AR 1 5AE Fael
| 19 13Y -‘?—51 17U7A] 23] HA o] FojF om, FA} Gtk o] o HEY o) Hsh B4 20099 FA HE
W2 291 122 YAESS Af HEsto] tiid 34 woll gt AFm7} ol B3 dAoA AR, HETY 2
FEAIL AASEA S4o] her] el AR, S0l 7 Qm, oL s}, 4%, A, 94, Tl S0 w4
A losmape) ol W A R4S AL AN 7] wbEe) ygS wel, B4, ole] AAE 2 5 Al
Soj ARl e, AL mE sl Fels & ol Fa SAsigen,
20089 1¢ 3YHE] 19 104714 HIEHS] sHeo|E W
4, Sy sjol @A HEEI 15| STl 58 A At
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Aelzolu] YAEee AYHOR oS AU 4 WA T Bkl ek,
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1 glon] FEsl gRoR 1A Wojglel M| utet 7]
Foll Atkeh Hol7h ek, BRAAL Y| Foln Ft
4t 1ol FRAA T Arher|Fok ool
%5717} Woh(Kim 1996). E3F 38F 2,000 m oJAto] &=
ZoME QW Assict A FE| 75 Tellek
O WA AL 9T A Bl ate) R
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oIz 3451 kmth E|22 sjARzo] FRSH},
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U, dogs e, AE5a uba] e 5518 fAst
k. o]% 7 gz A Exto = Qs A(Tran)F=7}
AES AL 14289 | FRE ARt o] Al7= E@rﬂ
o7 o] AR 164]7] “H"F=7} HEEto] &
E|QlAL o] 184]7] W 39K UFo] FHITtS Zl?:Hﬂ
ko] ZepA0] A Y-S W= Il A 1883 Ao 4]

W27 gk 1954W0] ZHAS H4AHH(Song
2000), 2} HEYS bl BHol Mg BIly|gl
64d-734 t|=3} HEY A F&HThrt 75d FYUH
At

3. MGl ZZT} Ay

D B, A
HIE o] % Al ojabe waabgelA o 4 ol
o], thafet 9IS GRFOR vjS Bl P Wek, 1

FoA TR AR, o 52 1Y FFE 7P wol v
of 2J3e] 2g-2 Ff7|ol| A H|AES| HARA AHul E714]
el Aup BHEEL A JAA Q& ok Aol o
F2olt} (Figure 1), Auf 85y} §ubg 123l 7]
ojuf 2 T XXol= &, A7, AR, BALR S

gt FET AE, =3 5 ohE HEHO) 2ztolu} 19 A
Alo] Qlth(Figure 2, 3, 4).

it

2) 74

- Aol f1AI8teq °“‘EHX1”* =l %ZHQ} AArtd=
2 gofet FEES Aotk ATS AlEeld &, o

<Figure 1> palace gate,

<Figure 2> temple tower of vietnam,

<Figure 3> pillars of throne hall,

<Figure 4> throne hall of the citadel,

Tvietnamstyle 1, 2007, p. 14
lvietnamstyle 1, 2007, p. 93
Tvietnam style ;, 2007, p. 19
lvietnam style,, 2007, p. 19

<Figure 5>Ede house (Museum of Ethnology, Hanoi)

<Figure 6> tay house,
<Figure 7> garden house,

Fvietnamstyle 5, 2007, p. 64
Fvietnamstyle 5, 2007, p. 37

<Figure 8> Wooden House of the Upper Classes vietnam style ;, 2007, p. 52
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<Table 3> Traditional Food of Viethnam

Food type Explanation
Com FA QA Rre 2 W Ql S A 37| g al7], A, oA o} g B =t
Xoi FEE AW A
Chao 7] sEs A BU S
Pho WS S SR ST oIS AR E B W
#|a17]5 ¢low 3 H(PhoBo), HIL7] & ¢l& ‘?‘i ¥ 7HPho Ga)2taL 3ttt
Bun Pho Ht} wlho] ¢Fil 7h= 2 A EU &%= 5ol Bol AR
Banh mi e o) B Wt fA
Nuoc mam A AT &
Banh trang 22 GFA vhE BRI Fo) (Rxce aper). OFZHUr 17] ‘*}
<Chao>
Food image

<Bun> <Banh mi> <Nuoc mam>

<Banh trang>

<& A hup://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnamese_cuisine>

?;5?94
2519] &3
o] A=Y, 194
B & (Wooden Shutter)¥} A M (Ceiling Fan)o] A X 7] SARE = Zgiof o) ARIA|StEHA AFALEE
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FHom mopagel zelwal S4o| HajRt T o
ormuE dEeka, whET 28 Bdolilol F A4
7} =QE I xRS AFRSIIL(Kim 2009), =21 (Nuoc
Mam)o]t} coconut milk7} 7|5 5 o] 139 Uk
wolSolv] Fatso] eie] WEY 242 WSl it
(Cho & Yoon 1997).
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