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This study intends to figure out the variables affecting the degree of female undergraduates’
perceived risk of smoking and utilize them as foundational data for educating them to quit
smoking. Thereupon, it conducted a self-administered survey from May 18 till 25 of 2009 to 231
female undergraduates attending S University located in Gyeonggi-do. The study tool contains
19 items of general characteristics and 8 of the degree of perceived risk of smoking. The data
collected were analyzed by SPSS program, and the following results were gained.

1. According to the result on the degree of female undergraduates’ perceived risk of smoking,
the degree was shown high as the average was 4.32 among the perfect score of 5; thus, the
degree of perceived risk of smoking was high. 2. In terms of the household economic level,
female undergraduates with the lower economic level indicated the higher degree of perceived
risk of smoking. There existed significant difference by their economic level (F=7.14, p<.01). 3.
In regard of whether the female undergraduate smokes or not, the non-smoker perceives the
degree of risk of smoking more highly than the smoker does; there is significant difference by
whether they smoke or not (t=-2.43, p<.05). 4. About the number of friends who smoke, female
undergraduates with one smoking friend show the highest degree of perceived risk of smoking.
Those having three or more smoking friends indicate the low degree of perceived risk of
smoking. There exists significant difference by the number of smoking friends they have (F=3.14,
p<.05). 5. According to the degree of perceived risk of smoking by their school life satisfaction,
the female undergraduates expressing ‘dissatisfaction’ show the highest degree of perceived risk
of smoking while ‘satisfaction’ indicates the average level. This was statistically significant
difference (F=4.81, p<.01). Therefore, it is thought that it will be necessary to develop programs
based on this research which can allow female undergraduates to learn the importance of quitting
smoking and actively participate in the education for it.
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