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Study of the organic characteristics between Korean traditional
aesthetic of architecture and the natural beauty being intrinsic
in traditional furniture'

Kwang Soon Rim?

ABSTRACT

Korean traditional architecture has been carried out in the manner that it harmonized
surrounding natural environments and never disturbed them in the scale which did not
overwhelm the nature, based on the view of architecture predicated on Yin Yang School. The
exposed grain of the wood like pillar, hinge and house rafte, the linear expression of the
construction material and the formation between the window and door monopolizing the front
side presented a harmony with the nature showing the linear structure.

Furthermore the ceiling is low due to the sit life style thanks to the ondol (Korean under—floor heating
system and the furniture was made in simple manner to utilize the space as large as possible, for the
interior was narrow and close, and also the furmiture placing in the middle of the room was movably
manufactured to improve the room space.

Like this Korean traditional furniture was close associated with the low height and simplicity and
harmonized with the blank of the wall accordingly, and it characterized linear & planar natural beauty
focusing on the simple and refined unique beauty, because it was made in a good harmony with the
interior utensils.

This study has presented that the organic characteristics of Korean traditional aesthetic of architecture
and the natural beauty being intrinsic in traditional furniture have a mutual relation on the basis of not
only the visual recognition, also the aesthetic of naturalism made of the natural material, the
constructional naivety as a frame method and the linear & planar formative beauty shown in
appearance.

Keywords : Naturalism. Furniture, traditional architects, Metaphor.
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Characteristic of traditional furniture according to material
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Fig.13. Pillar. Fig.14.Wall Fig.15. Dovetail Fig.16. Pillar Fig.17.Parquet-inlay |Fig.18. Roof-rafter.

—crossbeam. joint. —-supporting wood.

Characteristic of traditional furniture according to joint method
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