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Young Married Women's Labor Market Exit: Focused on the Effects of the Child Birth
and Available Family—Friendly Policies
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The purpose of this study is to understand why female labor force participation rates
decline in early times after their marriage. Data were derived from the 4th(2001) to
9th(2006) Korea Labor & Income Panel Study. 194 Korean married women in twenties and
thirties who had a job before marriage were analyzed. Survival analysis was used to

explore the first labor force exit of married women longitudinally.
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The major findings are as follows. First, nearly half of them went away from labor
market in the first 3 years after marriage. Second, child birth was the most significant
factor in predicting women's labor force exit. Married women's employment discontinuity
tend to be lowered after child birth, with working hour decreasing, and with the number
of available family—friendly policies increasing. Married women's income encouraged
them to hold on their career, though husband's income and household income were not
significant. Third, married women tended to leave their job before giving birth. Women
who remained in the labor market at child birth or until a year after birth were inclined
to continue their job thereafter. Fourth, materity leave and childcare leave diminished
the probability of employment discontinuity. Many working wives could not use a
maternity leave or childcare leave. This study shows married women usually underwent
labor market exit in their newly married time. They cannot help facing conflict between
the role of mother's and a worker's. Family—{friendly policies could encourage working
wives to rear child and continue work at the same time. The findings of this study could
serve as fundamental material for further studies and would be a key to find effective
solution for problematic issues on reconciling work and family.
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