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Perception and Experiences of Death by Sixth Grade Children

&9 (Hyunmin Yoon)"
13 7 (Hyunkyung Park)?

ABSTRACT

This survey of children’s perceptions and experiences of death was conducted with 118 6th-grade

elementary school children in Seoul. Data consisted of responses to questionnaires in three categories :

(1) perceptions of death, (2) views of afterlife, and (3) death-related experiences (life, education, and

media). Results showed that children had negative emotions (61.8%) such as fear and anxiety about

death. Children’s attitudes about suicide were sympathetic (34.5%) as well as critical (53.7%). There

was no relation between religion and view of afterlife. Finally, children experienced death more through

mass media (TV, internet, etc.) than through life experience or death education. This study suggests the

necessity for death education and warns of negative effects of media and games.

S22 (perception of death), WA F(view of afterlife), 5 A 7 F(death-related

expenences), =2 1lS(death education).
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