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Analyses of perceptions and attitude about nature conservation
of residents and competent local government officials in CCZ of
Gyeonggi-Do'
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ABSTRACT

The objective of the study is to examine the perception of the residents in the Civilian Control Zone (CCZ)
and the competent local government officials for nature conservation and local development. A survey was
conducted on 265 residents as well as 285 government officials from Paju and Yeoncheon Municipals. Both
residents and officials perceived the value of biodiversity, natural ecosystem and landscape in the CCZ and
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seemed to have a sense of pride regarding it. However, they conceived that nature has not been conserved

properly and residents in Yeoncheon showed more concern on this matter than residents in Paju. Overall,
residents were more devoted to nature conservation or perceived the importance of accordance with nature
conservation in local development, which implicates the sound foundation of perception and good prospect for
sustainable development in CCZ. Owing to the difference in situation, there was a significant difference in
perception between residents and officials. There is a possibility of conflict in Paju because residents desired
more local development, whereas officials showed more purpose for nature conservation. In order to achieve
simultaneously local development and nature conservation in CCZ, we should pay special attention to studies
on living standards of local residents and scientific surveys on natural resources.
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Table 1. The status of population and the ratios of questionnaires returned and analysed

- Paju Yeoncheon
\ Residents Officials Residents Officials
\ Tongil Haemaru Total Heongsanri

Number of Households 155 209 - 54 -

Number of Residents(%) 452(100.0)  149(100.0)  597(100.0) - 136(100.0) -
distributed 370(81.9) 130(87.2) 500(83.8) | 150(100.0) 100(95.6) 150(100.0)
ngtlil:)nn?xe;irgsf(%) returned 198(53.5) 38(29.3) 236(47.2) 138(92.0) 39(39.0) 147(98.0)
used for analyses | 193(94.5) 34(89.5) 227(96.2)  138(100.0) 38(97.4) 147(100.0)
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Table 2. Differences in the perception for natural environment of the CCZ

Mean(SD) 1
Questionaire items Residents Officials Residents | Officials Paju Yeoncheon
Pai Yeonche Pai Yeonche Paju-Yeo Paju-Yeo! Residents- i Residents-
Ay on au on ncheon | ncheon | Officials | Officials
. 3.64 3.74 3.7 4.11 -3.596 -2.357
1 iful. -0.544 -1.274
A natural landscape is beautiful (1.02)  (1.06) | (0.79) (0.81) 0.5 " *
. . . 3.68 3.68 3.88 4.24 -3.890 -2.040 -3.910
The natural environment is superior. ©098) (0.87) | (0.78) (0.75) -0.008 ok * ok
The natural environment of the region is | 3.58 3.63 3.22 3.01 0278 1831 3.329 3.692
more polluted compared with the past. (1.05) (0.88) | (0.95) (0.93) ’ ' *E X
Natural environment seems to be 341 292 3.54 3.76 2.635 -2.216 1134 -5.148
conserved well, (1.08) (0.97) | (0.84) (0.88) *E * ) R
Various and rare animal species inhabit 3.83 3.71 3.93 3.86
. 172 -1.188 -0.947
the natural environment. 091y (1.01) : (0.67) (0.86) 0.724 0
Various and rare plant species inhabit 3.70 3.87 3.88 3.93 1037 | -0516 —1.283 0417
the natural environment. (0.95) (0.96) i (0.76) (0.79)
Potential of functioning as a tourist 3.80 3.42 3.96 4.14 2.187 1.830 1632 -4.452
attraction in the future (0.98) (1.08) : (0.81) {(0.84) * ) ) o

*p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.001
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Table 3. Differences in the attitude for natural environment of the CCZ
Mean(SD) t
L Residents Officials Residents i Officials Paju Yeoncheo
Questionaire items n
Pai Yeonch Pai Yeonch: Paju-Yeo i Paju-Yeo! Residents- | Residents-
A eon au eon ncheon | ncheon | Officials @ Officials
Want to make a boast of the natural 3.57 3.55 3.66 3.76
.09 -1.012 -0.867 -1.269
environment of the region. (1.03) (L.I1) { (0.79) (0.81) 0099 ’
Want to make a boast of the rare life 3.54 3.42 3.80 3.72 -2.463 -2.138
. k 0.649 0.848 . *
species of the region. (1.05) (1.03) : (0.82) (0.69)
Wildlife in the region should be protected | 3.59  3.34 399 3.69 1250 3.487 -3.631 -2.265
by law and legislative system. (1.13)  (1.21) i (0.73)  (0.71) o ok il *
More efforts to preserve the natural 3.88 3.58 4.11 3.66 5.230 -2.300
. ) 1.638 o - -0.523
environment ate necessary. (1.04) (L.11) { (0.67) (0.77)
Natural environment should be managed
3. . . 72
with conservation efforts rather than being (i gi) (T g; (3 gg) ((3) 81) 1.875 -0.322 0.870 -1.726
untouched for preservation of nature itself. | ~ 08) ) ’
The factors damaging the nature 3.81 3.39 3.67 3.58 2.183 0.914 1.340 1141
environment should be eliminated first. (1.67y (117§ (0.84)  (0.79) * ' - )
Be proud of living in the natural 3.65 3.11 3.87 3.67 2.818 1.940 -2.025 -3.143
environment of the CCZ. (1.09) (1.16) i (0.83) (0.93) E ) * o

*p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.00}
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Table 4. Differences in the perception on the causes damaging natural environment

Number of respondent(%) Total number of respondent(%)
Questionaire items Residents Officials Residents : Officials;:  Paju Yeopcheon
Paju Yeonche Paju Yeonche Paju-Yeon: Paju-Ye Rcsidetnts— Reﬁdepts-
on on cheon {oncheon: Officials ;| Officials
Increase in the number of tourists 25 l 4 2 26 6 29 3
a2y @26 29 (44 9.9) 2.n (8.0) (1.6)

. 73 11 27 21 84 48 100 32
Expansion and development of farmland ) ¢ 750 (196) (143)  (G21) | (168) @76 = (173)
Pollution caused by military activity and 78 19 72 113 97 185 150 132
facility (34.8) (50.0) : (52.2) (76.9) | (37.0) | (64.9) (41.4) (71.4)
Development by means of buildingi 47 5 32 10 52 42 79 15
tourist attactions, expanding roads, etc. (21.0) (13.2) : (232) (6.8) (19.8) (14.7) (21.8) @&.1n
Other 1 2 3 1 3 4 4 3

0.4) (53) 22 (07 (1.1) (1.4 (1.1 (1.6)
Total 224 38 138 147 262 285 362 185
(100)  (100) : (1060) (100) (100) (100) (100) (100)
2 12123 {22,765 ¢ 21.222 12.524
X * Ak EEE) *
o FUES 247 Fol7l 9 g at Bste] zrde 2) QIEMOIEX|HY XHBABMS A% HaAMNE
AE8dos AgsiA AA gl Ao BAEgh the Table 59 Zho] A9 Zmzl 329 LoAE 2
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Table 5. Requirements for nature preservation in the CCZ
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Questionaire items Paju Yeoncheon
Residents  Officials | Residents  Officials
Inspection of natural environment, obtaining basic facts 35710 253@ 670 2970
Punishment against illegal development and damaging of environment 293Q 110 18 70
Designation of well-preserved natural environments as protected areas 309Q 2112 53@ 1780
Providing legislative system and plans for preservation 200 176® 283 190@
Education/public information on preservation 128 70 20 116
Other 3 2 I
Respondents(%) 215(94.7) 137(99.3) | 31(81.6) 142(96.6)
* Zb

Zy
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Table 6. Differences in the attitude for development vs. environment conservation

FRIT FRUL S HluRY, 5HA) o

Mean(SD) t
L Residents Officials  Residents: Officials: Paju Yeonche
Questionaire items on
Pai Yeone Pai YeonciPaju-Yeo! Paju-Ye iResidents! Residents
A heon i “¥¥ heon | ncheon |oncheon -Officials -Officials
Preservation of the environment hampers 292 247 ;296 325 2218 : -2421 ; -0.337 | -4321
development. (1.14) (1.08):(1.09) (0.96) * * ook
Development should be in harmony with 386 4.03 1 437 4331 -0960 | 0455 ; -5264 @ -1.877
preservation. (0.96) (1.08):(0.77) (0.82) r
Destruction of natural environment is inevitable if 3.08 237 :272 305 3465 | -2.671 | 2932 -3.567
economic growth is to occur. (1.17y (1.22):(1.07) (1.0D) ** ok o ok
Development should be limited in order to preserve | 3.56 3.39 [ 3.67 320 @ 0.981 3.989 | -1.090 1.037
the natural environment. (1.01) (1.15):(1.00) (1.02) Hokk
In the case of ownership of land north of the CCZ
Would prefer the land be used for local 299 324 0326 329 -1237 @ 0267 i 2363 @ -0.28%2
development. (1.11) (1.28)i(0.97) (1.03) *
Would not want the land to be designated as a 324 311314 354 0746 | -3.200 ; 0.868 | -2.200
preservation area. (0.99) (1.23):(1.04) (1.06) o *
Does not matter for what purpose the land is used 322 345 333 345
> R -1 -0. -0.11¢
as long as compensation is guaranteed. (1.07) (1.03):(1.19) (1.0DH 1.201 1.042 0-911 0-119

*p<0.05, **p<0.01, **¥p<0.001
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