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Abstract

Background and Objectives: The purpose of the study was to explore the attitude of workers toward
a system of collaborative hospital practice between western and traditional Korean medicine, to identify
factors influencing this attitude, and discuss the reasons socioeconomic groups’ differences.

Method: The data were collected with a questionnaire for this study from 14 April 2009 to 1 May
2009. Data were analyzed mainly via non—parametric statistics and logistic regressions utilising SPSS 17.0
(Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) to determine the workers’ attitude about the hospital system
and to predict factors contributing to positive attitudes.

Results: A total of 1,260 workers working for large factories in Gwangju Metropolitan City. Findings
confirmed that more than 40% of the workers show interest in the system and about 44% of the workers
also express positive attitudes. Factors found to influence the workers’ response included marital status,
income level, health status, experience in complementary medicine services, the number of health care
facilities” visit.

Conclusions: The prospects to establish the system of collaborative hospital practice as reflected by
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the workers' view about the Korean health care service delivery system. Their attitudes toward the

system differed among socioeconomic groups. Government and health care providers should identify the
socioeconomic subgroups’ demands and opinions in order to find and develop measures of integrating

western and traditional Korean medicine in health care facilities.

Key words: Korean traditional medicine, A system of collaborative hospital practice between
western and traditional Korean medicine, Attitude of workers, Hospital
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Table 1. Sociodemographic Characteristics

Categories Frequency %
Total 1,146 100%
Gender Male 774 67.5
Female 372 32.5
>29 297 259
30-39 434 379
Age 9 g 337 294
50> 78 6.8
) Single 343 29.9
Marital status
Married 803 70.1
Level of < High school 651 56.8
education > College 4% 432
1,000,000-1,990,000 351 30.6
o 2,000,000-2,990,000 402 3.1
F(a\;rzmi’t;e 3,000,000-3,990,000 221 193
4,000,000-4,990,000 92 80
>5,000,000 80 70
Health status Healthy 569 49.7
Unhealthy 577 50.3
Use of CAM Yes 256 23.1
No 853 76.9
General hospital 201 175
Medical facilities | hospital and clinic 781 68.2
used Traditional Korean medicine clinic 124 10.8
Public health center 40 35
Presence of Yes 704 61.4
chronic disease | No 442 38.6
Professionals & related professionals 104 9.1
Technicians and associate professionals 175 15.3
Clerks 114 99
Service & sales personnel 111 9.7
Job Craft and related trades personnel 109 95
Plant, machine operators and assemblers 261 22.8
Elementary occupations 132 115
Other 140 12.2
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Table 2. Utilisation of western or traditional Korean medicine during the last 12 months

No. of use Western medicine Traditional Korean medicine
Frequency % Frequency %
Never 202 176 420 36.6
1-2 350 305 343 299
3-4 304 265 193 16.8
5-6 98 86 61 53
7-8 87 76 67 5.8
=9 105 9.2 62 54
G 1146 100 1146 100.0

Table 3. Reasons for combining the use of both western and traditional Korean medicine

Categories Frequency %
Total 1049 100.0
Lack of success of conventional treatment % 9.2
Better outcome of the combine therapies 253 24.1
Low cost of traditional Korean medicine 43 4.1
Holistic therapeutic approach 91 8.7
Recommended by doctors/nurses 14 1.3
Recommended by friends and neighborhood 70 6.7
No experience 482 459
i 5A1%%em, o8 Aol = A7t BF7F 206%AHE 4 A= Adgoll gk o
45.9%ATh F I EAN 2 BA] ol ol A EHM Aol o] whidEi WA
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Table 4. Do you know the term “collaborative practice between western and traditional Korean medicine™?

NO.(O/O)

Category Yes Indifferent No
Total 236(20.6) 511(44.6) 399(34.8)

Male 176(22.7) 330(42.6) 268(34.6)
Gender*

Female 60(16.1) 181(48.7) 131(35.2)

>29 33(11.1) 127(42.8) 137(46.1)

30-39 79(18.2) 194(44.7) 161(37.1)
Age(yrs)#

40-49 107(31.8) 149(44.2) 81(24.0)

50> 17(21.8) 41(52.6) 20(25.6)

Single 45(13.1) 143(41.7) 155(45.2)
Marital statuss*

Married 191(23.8) 368(45.8) 244(30.4)
Level of < High school 106(16.3) 300(46.1) 245(37.6)
educations > College 130(26.3) 211(42.6) 154(31.1)

1,000,000-1,990,000 53(15.1) 173(49.3) 125(35.6)

2,000,000-2,990,000 5(21.1) 181(45.0) 136(33.8)
Family incomes**

3,000,000-3,990,000 46(20.8 95(43.0 80(36.2
(Won/Month) v T (208) 430 (36.2)

4,000,000-4,990,000 23(25.0) 33(35.9) 36(39.1)

>5,000,000 29(36.3) 29(36.3) 22(275)

Healthy 145(25.5) 254(44.6) 170(29.9)
Health status**

Unhealthy 91(15.8) 257(44.5) 229(39.7)

General hospital 24(11.9) 95(47.3) 82(40.8)

Hospital and clinic 155(19.8) 347(44.4) 279(35.7)
Medical facilities S I~
useds raditional Korean 39(31.5) 50(40.3) 35(28.2)

medicine clinic

Public health center 18(45.0) 19(47.5) 3(7.5)
Presence of Yes 145(20.6) 315(44.7) 244(34.7)
chronic disease No 91(20.6) 196(44.3) 155(35.1)

*p<0.05; **p<0.01

of o digh o] gt A3= Table 59
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Table 5. Do you agree with the inception of collaborative hospital practice system?

NO.(O/O)

Category Yes Indifferent No
Total 475(41.4) 538(51.3) 83(7.2)

Male 346(44.7) 366(47.3) 62(8.0)
Genders*

Female 129(34.7) 222(59.7) 21(5.6)

>29 97(32.7) 179(60.3) 21(7.1)

30-39 182(41.9) 220(50.7) 32(7.4)
Age(yrs)#*

40-49 162(48.1) 149(44.2) 26(7.7)

50> 34(43.6) 40(51.3) 4(5.1)

Single 119(34.7) 196(57.1) 28(8.2)
Marital status*

Married 356(44.3) 392(48.8) 55(6.8)
Level of < High school 248(38.1) 354(54.4) 49(7.5)
educations > College 227(45.9) 234(47.3) 34(6.9)

1,000,000-1,990,000 108(30.8) 219(62.4) 24(6.8)

2,000,000-2,990,000 177(44.0) 202(50.2) 23(5.7)
Family incomes**
(Won/Month) 3,000,000-3,990,000 4(38.0) 116(52.5) 21(9.5)

4,000,000-4,990,000 51(55.4) 35(38.0) 6(6.5)

=>5,000,000 55(68.8) 16(20.0) 9(11.3)

Healthy 267(46.9) 257(45.2) 45(7.9)
Health status**

Unhealthy 208(36.0) 331(57.4) 38(6.6)

General hospital 91(45.3) 91(45.3) 19(9.5)

Hospital and clinic 299(38.3) 425(54.4) 57(7.3)
Medical facilities P K
used raditional Korean 67(54.0) 52(41.9) 5(4.0)

medicine clinic

Public health center 18(45.0) 20(50.0) 2(5.0)
Presence of chronic| Yes 279(39.6) 372(52.8) 53(7.5)
disease No 196(44.3) 216(48.9) 30(6.8)

#p<0.05; *#p<0.01

T3 Al wetMe 71EAE 4.3%7F

(p<0.0D), =EHE=Z=
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Table 6. Do you agree with establishing a collaborative practice unit in hospitals?
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NO(O/O)
Category Yes Indifferent No
Total 510(44.5) 561(49.0) 75(6.5)
Male 380(49.1) 338(43.7) 56(7.2)
Genders*
Female 130(34.9) 223(59.9) 19(5.1)
>29 95(32.0) 185(62.3) 17(5.7)
30-39 208(47.9) 197(45.4) 29(6.7)
Age (yrs)**
40-49 167(49.6) 143(42.4) 27(8.0)
50> 40(51.3) 36(46.2) 2(2.6)
) Single 115(33.5) 209(60.9) 19(55)
Marital status# -
Married 395(49.2) 352(43.8) 56(7.0)
Level of < High school 269(41.3) 344(52.8) 38(5.8)
education#* > College 241(48.7) 217(43.8) 37(75)
1,000,000-1,990,000 112(31.9) 221(63.0) 18(5.1)
| 2,000,000-2,990,000 190(47.3) 190(47.3) 22(5.5)
Family incomess
(Won/Month) 3,000,000-3,990,000 93(42.1) 108(48.9) 2009.0)
4,000,000-4,990,000 53(63.0) 25(27.2) 9(9.8)
>5,000,000 57(71.3) 17(21.3) 6(7.5)
Healthy 290(51.0) 237(41.7) 42(7.4)
Health status#*
Unhealthy 220(38.1) 324(56.2) 33(5.7)
General hospital 95(47.3) 92(45.8) 14(7.0)
) o Hospital and clinic 331(42.4) 400(51.2) 50(6.4)
Medical facilities Traditional K
used raditiona’ Borean 66(53.2) 49(39.5) 9(7.3)
medicine clinic
Public health center 18(45.0) 20(50.0) 2(5.0)
Presence of Yes 306(43.5) 353(50.1) 45(6.4)
chronic disease No 204(46.2) 208(47.1) 30(6.8)
*p<0.05; *#p<0.01
ZIHHEEE a7 ApolE Aoy B sk 7 of e digk Ayl= Table 637 2T}
How folsi sk AAAenE gade] Ml aEthe
sehsienh MR G} 491%(m<00D).
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Table 7. Would you recommend a collaborative practice unit in hospitals?

Category Yes Indifferent No
total 477(41.6) 575(50.2) 94(8.2)
Genderss Male 338(43.7) 365(47.2) 71(9.2)
Female 139(37.4) 210(56.5) 23(6.2)
>29 101(34.0) 174(58.6) 22(7.4)
Age (yrs)s 30-39 178(41.0) 226(52.1) 30(6.9)
40-49 166(49.3) 135(40.1) 36(10.7)
50> 32(41.0) 40(51.3) 6(7.7)
. Single 111(32.4) 205(59.8) 217(7.9)
Marital status 0 ed 366(45.6) 370(46.1) 673.3)
Level of < High school 254(39.0) 341(52.4) 56(8.6)
educations* > College 223(45.1) 234(47.3) 38(7.7)
1,000,000-1,990,000 106(30.2) 215(61.3) 30(8.5)
Family incomer* 2,000,000-2,990,000 177(44.0) 201(50.0) 24(6.0)
3,000,000-3,990,000 92(41.6) 105(47.5) 24(10.9)
(Won/Month)
4,000,000-4,990,000 52(56.5) 31(33.7) 9(9.8)
=>5,000,000 50(62.5) 23(28.8) 7(8.8)
Health status+ Healthy 276(48.5) 240(42.2) 53(9.3)
Unhealthy 201(34.8) 335(58.1) 41(7.1)
General hospital 83(41.3) 101(50.2) 17(85)
Medical facilities ??:gjtti;ﬁ( gllerzrcl 309(39.6) 407(52.1) 65(8.3)
useds* .. .. 63(50.8) 51(41.1) 10(8.1)
medicine clinic
Public health center 22(55.0) 16(40.0) 2(5.0)
Presence of Yes 289(41.1) 355(50.4) 60(8.5)
chronic disease No 188(42.5) 220(49.8) 34(7.7)

*p<0.05; *#p<0.01
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Table 8. Which collaborative practice model do you prefer?

WM dominant —| TKM dominant Prefer current
Category TKM - WM WM = TKM
dual system
complementary | complementary
Total 273(24.7) 117(10.6) 4838(44.1) 228(20.6)
Male 194(25.8) 75(10.0) 327(43.4) 157(20.8)
Gender
Female 79(22.4) 42(11.9) 161(45.6) 71(20.1)
>29 65(22.9) 30(10.6) 118(41.5) 71(25.0)
30-39 114(27.3) 49(11.7) 173(41.4) 82(19.6)
Age (yrs)
40-49 79(24.0) 29(8.8) 156(47.4) 65(19.8)
50> 15(20.0) 9(12.0) 41(:4.7) 10(13.3)
Marital status Single 71(21.7) 36(11.0) 130(39.8) 90(27.5)
arital sta
Married 202(25.9) 81(10.4) 358(46.0) 138(17.7)
Level of < High school 145(23.0) 65(10.3) 285(45.2) 136(21.6)
evel o 128(26.9) 52(109) 203(42.7) 92(19.4)
education > College
75(22.1) 46(13.6) 158(46.6) 60(17.7)
1,000,000-1,990,000 105(27.0) 44(11.3) 166(42.7) 74(19.0)
Family 2,000,000-2,990,000 53(25.4) 15(7.2) 6(41.1) 55(26.3)
incomes* 3,000,000-3,990,000 16(17.8) 7(7.8) 49(4.4) 18(20.0)
(Won) 4,000,000-4,990,000 24(30.4) 5(6.3) 29(36.7) 21(26.6)
>5,000,000 158(28.5) 69(12.5) 201(36.3) 126(22.7)
Health Healthy 115(20.8) 43(8.7) 287(52.0) 102(18.5)
status Unhealthy 60(30.6) 23(11.7) 78(39.8) 35(17.9)
General hospital 60(30.6%) 23(11.7%) 78(39.8%) 35(17.9%)
Medical Hospital and clinic 178(23.5%) 69(9.1%) 347(45.7%) 165(21.7%)
ca —
facilities Traditional Korean | =0 5o ) 22(19.0%) 51(44.0%) | 18(155%)
medicine clinic
useck Public health
¢ hea 10(28.6%) 3(8.6%) 12(34.3%) | 10(28.6%)
center
Presence of Yes 167(24.5) 76(11.1) 282(41.3) 157(23.0)
hroni
cirome No 106(25.0) 4197 206(48.6) 71(16.7)
disease*

#p<0.05; *#p<0.01

WM: western medicine
TKM: tradition Korean medicine
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Table 9. The factors affecting agreement with the inception of the system

Confidence Interval
B SE. df. p-value | Exp(B)
lower upper
Family income

1,000,000-1,990,000 4 00
2,000,000-2,990,000 | .486 162 1 .003 1.625 1.183 2.233
3,000,000-3,990,000 | .174 194 1 371 1.190 813 1.740
4,000,000-4,990,000 | 912 251 1 .000 2.489 1.523 4.068
>5,000,000 | 1.376 2% 1 .000 3.960 2.216 7.077
Health Status(good) .368 133 1 006 1.445 1.113 1.876

Medical facilities used

Public health center 3 008
General hospital | .472 426 1 268 1.603 6% 3.693
hospital and clinic | .005 404 1 990 1.005 455 2.219
Tradjgjﬂfif;i 518 | 437 1 2% | 1678 713 3953
Use of CAM (yes) | .831 .160 1 .000 2.2% 1.676 3.143

# Visited Med. Instltutl(()(r)l)s 5 017
1-2 134 19% 1 491 1.143 781 1.674
34 .067 .203 1 741 1.070 718 1.594
56 | .536 .268 1 045 1.709 1.011 2.890
78| .04 .291 1 853 1.055 5% 1.868
>9 | 824 270 1 .002 2.279 1.342 3.870

Constant -.990 230 1 .000 371
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