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Abstract

Transportation decisions of ship liners are crucial for policy formulation in ports and
shipping lines. Ship liners’ port selection depends on the location characteristic of port. With
network theory based, we empirically investigated determinants of global ship liners’ port
selection focused on major trade ports in China and Korea during 1995-2007. We present a
detailed discussion on the related literatures about port selection, and develop hypothesis
using network-based view. With conditional logit model, empirical results show that global
liners select globally positioned ports rather than domestic oriented ones. Global ship liners
select ports which have intra national network centrality, global ship network centrality and
global network linkage.
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