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Transnational Life of Korean ‘Wild Geese Family’:

Coping Strategies and Family Paths Across Time
Kang, Yoo Jean
Dept. of Social Welfare, Hansei University, Gunpo, Korea

ABSTRACT

My concern was to explore how the Korean ‘wild geese families’ functioned to maintain ‘familyhood’
in spite of spatial separation by using a qualitative approach. I used personal naratives from eleven
‘geese mothers’ living in the United States. Family paths across time were analyzed to understand
their complicated nature. Respondents adopted some coping strategies to obtain the flexibility
and the stability for relocating their transnational lives. These were 1) communications, 2)
relocation of household work, and 3) reinterpretation of ‘sacrifice.” It seemed that their family
paths become either the continuous type (prolong their stay) or the discontinuous type (not
prolong their stay). These were shaped by complex individual, familial, and social forces which
affected differently according to the steps of family life cycles. Therefore, this study showed
that the Korean ‘wild geese family’ did not move toward the uni-direction with the same
experiences and nature. More importantly, it is noteworthy to acknowledge that the prevalence
of ‘wild geese family’ reveals the dynamic interactive nature of the family, ie., actively
responding to the changes and challenges from the diverse circumstances. It is inferred that the
social and cultural factors such as the class mobility, the education system, and the values may
influence the family life style.
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Table 1. Characteristics of respondents

. Motivation . Duration of
Education/ . Duration of . Husband’s
Age . Sexfage of child of . expected staying .
occupation L staying . . occupation
migration with child
Ph. D/ . .
A 46 Son/16 Child education 1 year - Professor
researcher
Son/16 2 & .
B 40  University- on/ Child education o dyears  Private business
Son/12 7months
Son/11 5 & .
C 43 Universityj/- on/ Child education years Not decided Private business
Son/9 8months
Daughter/11
D 38 Ph. D,/ professor son/6 Child education lyear 6months-lyear Professor
Daughter/61
Daughter/18
E 45 University/- a;gn/i/ Child education 3years Not decided Estate agency
o1
Son/23
F 50 University/- Son/21 Child education 9years 2years Private business
Son/17
W hild
G 38 University Son/11 ork /c_ 2years 10months Office worker
education
Daughter/13
H 45 Graduate school aughter/ Child education 2years 8months Doctor
Daughter/11
Graduate school/ Study/ child . . .
I 35 S 4 Not decided  Public official
doctoral student on/3 education years o deel o oHiet
Daughter/16
J 45 Ph. D,/ professor a;g n/i)/ Child education  6months 2months Public official
0l
. Son/19 . . . . .
K 46 University/- Son/17 Child education Tyears Not decided Private business
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