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Abstract
The Origin and Formation of Korean Public
Art Theories in the 1980s

Choi, Youl(Seoul National University, Lecturer)

The theories of Korean Public Art originated by the artists who were against
dictatorship and they associated with democratic politicians. They criticized the Fine
art that were supported by the dictatorship and gave their efforts for restoration of

‘resistance paintings (against dictatorship)’ ,  ‘proletarian painting’ ,  ‘realism
painting’ . In addition, they participated new social ideology(democracy) movement
and demonstrated for their rights in arts. These became the main kernel the public
art theory was initiated. The public artists splitted into several different parts and
participated in the democratic social movement as well as the art movement for
freedom. They opened various art exhibitions within different genre, diverse space
for various art section such as an exhibition hall, a factories, a university, or a
congregation square. Furthermore, the public art theorists published their divergent
views through newspaper/broadcasting or unauthorized printed materials. Most of the
public artist and the theorists kept their relationship strongly until 1985, the time
when ° National Arts Association’ started. In 1983 and 1984, they were clearly
separated into two parts; artists(move only in art museums) and activists(move in
public spaces like school, convention square etc). Their ideological separation also
took out national problems. The division; professional artists and armatures, became
the social issue as a social stratification matter. And in creating method, there are
also other conflicts; critical realism, and public realism as well as western painting
and traditional one. These kinds of separation and conflicts made different Public
artists associations, under divergent names; ‘Reality and Speak’ (R&S), Kwanglu
Art  Association’ ‘Durung’ ‘Dang(Land)’ , and ‘Local Youth Students
Association’ . In addition, their ideology and pursuit toward art movements were
very difference. However, the differences and conflicts weakened When the
oppression of democratic education from new dictatorship(Pres. Jun, Doo Hwan)
came out. In August. 1985 the government opened to the public so called, '"The draft

of School stabilization law'(Hankwon Anjung Bup) to control the teachers' rights and

# &-19800dHh RITMI=Ee] 7|99 94 63



that initiated bigger street demonstration and conflicts between police and educators.
In November.1985, assembly meeting of National Arts Association in democracy
opened as ‘ONE’ combined organization.

In this presentation, I'd like to summarize the stream of art movement until
1984, and clarify the main art theories that lead the Public Art Movements in 1980s.
The main theories in 1980s are crucial because they become the origin of public art
theories.

This presentation started with O,youn's "Hyunsil Dong In the first declarationy
and explained the absent of practice in 1970s. In addition, Won, Dong Suk 's theory
was mentioned as all over struggles in theories before 1980s. GA and R&S 's
founding declarations in 1970s were the start of public art theorists' activities and
this article reported the activities after the declarations. First, realism base on the
consciousness of reality. Second, practice art democratization based on the ideology.
Third, the subject of public art movement based on understanding people's social
stratification structure. Fourth, the matters of national forms and creative ways in
arts based on showing reality. Fifth, the strong points in arts that the practitioners
accepted. About the public art theories around 1984, I discussed the dividing point of
public art theories that were shown in ‘generation theory’ , ‘organization theory’ |,
and ‘popularization theory’ by the practitioners. The public realism theory that
subjects the contradiction of reality and point out the limits of critical realism not
only showing the new creative ways but also giving the feeling of solidarity to the
public art activist groups. After that, public art movements expressed

‘Dismentlement of Capitalism’ and ‘Public revolution’ . In addition, the direction
of public art movements were established strongly. There were various opinions and
views during the start and formation of the public art theories. The foundation of
theorists activities derived from the practitioners who had the concept based on
stratification and nationalism. The strong trend of group division spreaded out by
practitioners who opened art work together in factories, universities, squares and
rural areas.

Now many lively active practitioners are gone to the other field not related
with arts, and others join into professional art field not public art one with unknown
reason. The theorists have the same situation with the practitioners. It means to me

that theory always have to be based on the practice.



