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ABSTRACT

Police Officers’ Perception Concerning
the Roles of Private Security

Lee, Ju-Lak

Despite large increases in the growth of the private security industry in the last
few decades, very little empirically based information has been collected on the roles
of private security within current Korean literature. Attempting to address this gap,
this study examined perceptions of the roles of private security by surveying 212
police officers. In order to measure the strength of police officers’ perception, not only
quantitative but also qualitative methods were adopted. Overall, results of the study
indicate that police officers considered private security as an adjunct to the police.
However, they also believed that private security industry would grow to get square
with the police in the near future. Concerning the specific roles of private security,
police officers rated the roles of loss prevention and protection more highly than those
of crime prevention and order maintenance. This result reveals that police officers
thought private security had focused more on the roles related to the pursuit of profits
than on the roles tied to its public functions.

Key Words : Roles of Private Security, Police Officers’ Perception,
Mixed Research Methods, Public Functions of Private Security



