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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to analyze the career decision level and career preparation behavior of 2—3 and
4 year college students majoring in science and engineering. We used the raw data of KEEP(Korean Education &
Employment Panel) survey. In the results, we found that the career decision level of the subjects had no
relationship with gender, high school type, university level, and study fields. On the other hand, in terms of the
career preparation behavior, male students had more concrete perception regarding future jobs and tasks in labor
market than female counterparts. In addition, 4 year college students were more positive and directed to pursue
the career search planning and activities than 2 or 3 year college students. Finally, the students who had high
career decision level could identify future job—related tasks, direction, rewards, and skill matches. We suggested
that early career education and counselling should be provided for freshman or sophomore level students majoring
in science and engineering at colleges and universities.
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<Table 1> Survey structure and contents
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