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—Abstract—

Background : The aims of medical education have recently been changing in Korea, which
has been accompanied by efforts to modify the rotating clerkship courses, improve the quality
of clinical education, and make global doctors. We report the experiences of medical students
going through an international elective clerkship for during past two years.

Materials and Methods : Third year medical students could apply to the international elective
clerkship course during a 4 week period after their third-year rotating clerkship at a
university hospital. This was done twice - in 2008 and in 2009. Applicant students were
allowed to select hospitals anywhere in the world. We analyzed their choices including data
on nation, state or city, hospital or institute, contacted hospitals by medical college,
differences of two years, etc.

Results : Twelve students (10.9%) of a total of 75 third-year students applied to 3 nations
and 4 hospitals in 2008. Nine students applied to the Tampa General Hospital at the
University of South Florida (USF) in the USA, which was arranged by their medical college.
In 2009, a total of five (42%) of 77 students applied to 2 nations and 3 hospitals, including
three at the University of South Florida, one in another city in the USA, and one in another
nation hecause of the increased financial burden due to a higher exchange rate.

Conclusion : Medical students started their first international elective clerkship courses during
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the past two years. Experiences were interesting and meaningful to the students and the

medical college. Greater effort and support to developing a new paradigm and to enlarge the

scope of the program for making global doctors are required in the future.
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Table 1. Information and result of the contacted hospitals by medical college in 2009

State Results
Contacted Hospital Nation ) Permitted Others (attended)
/ City
N)
. . . Yes ..
NUS Hospital Singapore Singapore No tuition 1
(not group)
) iforni
UCLA Hospital USA California No response - 0
/LA
OLll’.lt Sinai University USA New York No _ 0
Hospital
PennState Hershey Pennsylvania
) USA N - 0
Medical Center / Hershey 0
George Washington )
L . USA  Washington DC N - 0
University Hospital ashmgton ©
Johns Hopkins Maryland
L. ) A ) N -
University Hospital US / Baltimore O fesponse 0
USF Tampa General Florida Yes ..
) USA Tuit 3
Hospital / Tampa (group) o
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Table 2. Two vear experiences of the international elective clerkship courses

2008* 2000

(N=12) (N=5) Nation
NUS Hospital 1 1 Singapore
Tampa General Hospital (USF) 9 3 USA
Toronto Western Hospital 1 0 Canada
Johns Hopkins University Hospital 1 0 USA
Cornell University Hospital (New York) 0 1 USA

* Year
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