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A Qualitative Study on the Forces that Influence
the Article Production of Local Newspapers

Focus on the Article Production of Gwangjudream

Jin—Ah, Her
Doctoral Student

(Dept. of Communication, Chonnam National University)

Oh—Hyeon Lee
Associate Professor

(Dept. of Communication, Chonnam National University)

It has been said that Gwangjudream, nevertheless a free press, plays a
role as a local press that it should be, in a situation that other local papers
do not. This study aims to reveal the forces that influence the article pro-
duction of Gwangjudream, and to examine the interrelations between them,
through using the methods of participant observations and depth interviews.
In this course, it is eventually purpose of providing more deep understandings
on the present circumstances and problems of the local papers and having
a chance to concern the concrete ways to enhance them. This study results
in revealing the five forces that primarily influence the article production
of Gwangjudream: 1) as a historical force, keeping the spirit of the first
publication that look forward to playing a role as a local press that it sound
be, 2) as an individual force, the habitus of its members that is critical of
mainstream society and culture, 3) as an organizational force, non-hierarchical
culture and the independence of the editorial rights, 4) as a habitual force,
the deny of beat system, 5) as an economical force, the power of sponsors,
financial poorness, and the competition for attracting subscribers. While the
historical force and the individual force play a role as fundamental circum-
stances and the organizational force and the habitual force as practical circum-
stances for producing articles, they encourage to emerge the characteristics
of the articles that are related to citizens’ everyday life and reflect locality,
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and criticize and keep an eye on government and other public offices.
However, the economical force provides the circumstances that weaken the
characteristics of Gwangjudream. The results of this study question the per-
spective to overly regard it as coming from their economical weakness that
the local newspaper do not play a role as a local press that it should be.

Key words: local newspaper, news making, news decision, Gwangjudream
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