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A Comparative Analysis of News Frame
on U. S, Beef Imports and Candlelight Vigils

Yang—June Im
Lecturer

(Dept. of Mass Communication, Kyoungsung Univ.)

This study explores the news frames on the U. S. beef imports and candle-
light vigils covered by the two national dailies such as Chosunllbo and the
Hankyoreh Shinmun; the Kwangwonllbo, a local daily. The news frames
extracted based on the models of Iyengar(1987), Semetko &
Valkenburg(2000) and other researchers are attribution of responsibility, eco-
nomic sequences, protest against the authorities, national health and gov-
ernmental public relations and so on. The result shows that the news reports
are consisted of the straight news(75.9%), feature stories(11.7%) and edito-
rials(6.3%). More specifically, there is a comparatively hight ratio of edito-
rials(11.0%) for the Chosunllbo, feature stories(20.9%) for the Hankyoreh,
and the straight news(89.7%) for the Kwangwonllbo. In terms of the news
frames stressed by the three dailies, the Chosunllbo focuses and stresses on
the national health(17.8%) and the attribution of responsibilities(10.6%).
However, the Hankyoreh have a tendency to stress on the protest against
the authorities(31.3%) and attribution of responsibilities(38.4%); the
Kwangwonllbo, focuses on the protest against the authorities(38.4%) and
the economic sequences(17.9%). Finally, in the case of the main characteristics
of the dailies, the governmental public relations frame is found only on the
Chosunllbo that has a comparatively high ratio; the Hankyoreh also has
a high ratio of the feature stories on the U. S. beef imports. Even thought
the Kwangwonllbo has a high ratio of the economic sequence frame, the
ratio of opinion pages, such as editorial and columns, the local newspaper
has not spoken up for the potential economic crisis of the local Kwangwon
province beef industry, mainly caused by the U. S. import beef.

Key words: News frames, Social conflicts, the U. S. beef imports,
Candlelight vigils, Frame effects, the U. S. beef protest
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